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that wasn't qualifying before. Senator Hefner brought up a good
point that | think isworthy of also making sure it's available
for everyone to put into their mx of understanding that this is
on a per teacher basis. It's not talking about the average
salary in a school district. So a school district nmay have
several people that qualify, several others that mi ght not
qualify at this particular point intime. They wil|l be able to

solicit those funds for those teachers that are qual ified. You
may have a teacher that for whateverreasonyou are paying
$17,000 but they have a master's degree, well, then

factor themin at 1.2 and you can add up whatever you t)tlave got
in your school district and subnmit those to the pool. If you
decide that your starting salary is going to..you' re going to
leave it at 15, or 14, or whatever that may be wel |, those

teachers don't quallfy until you get themup to the qualifyi ng
factor. But whatever...whatever package of people you' ve got
that you want to quallfy, you can send those to the pool.

isn't a question of average. Si mply because yowe got hi gh
turnover and | ow sal aries npeans your district

participate, you can stillhave those individuals that quallfoy
in that participative pool of monies that are there. \what al so
came out is the...if don't continue to fund this, it Wl|a] B

a reduction in salary V‘eII this isn't really their salary,

this is a premunon top that is. .the school district is not
going to be blamed if these funds are withdrawn in the future,
the Nebraska Legislature is. The school district is going to
continue to negotiate the salaries at whatever |eye| and then
whatever is in this pool that this body decides ought to be
there for premuns as incentives to get advanced degrees, as
i ncentives to bring the salaries up, that pool 1s totaIIy
separate and is going to be a premum gr g bonus above and
beyond whatever the school district negotiated. Sgthe school
district, certainly | assunme if we discontinue this program jp
the future, the teachers rra)é say, you know, gee, Iast year |
made 18, 000 plus | got an $800.00 prem umon top of that am |
going to get that 800 fromthe state or not this year?' V\E” it
all "depends on the legislative prerogatives at the time of
whether they fund it at various levels. | think there would be
some burden but not necessarlly as a reduction in your salary,
it'" s...the bonus just isn't there anynore comng fromthe state.
And so that sets itself in there. The anendnent, as it was put
together and then someone else al so...? think Senator Howard

Lanb nentioned that he wasn't invited to the meeti Ng. | pelieve
the Chairman of the Education Conmittee yesterday went through
the list of all of those people who had filed anendnents and
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