April 19, 1989 LB 89

| ower sal aries? You don' t. School boards will clearly
understand that whatever they negotiate salaries that is the
typi cal negotiation that would go along in any year. And they
will also understand that they nay be able to negoti at ehigher
to get nmore funds fromLB 89, but they also wll understand that
t hose funds, |ike federal funds, candry up andthey

t hose deci sions based upon what can tn/ey afford to do |f th| ngs

dry up, and | suspect very clearly andvery convincingly to
nysel f that boards will make that decision on that basis, just
as they make decisions on federal funds that supposedly w I

there, but what happens to them when those federal funds under
G anm Rudman or anything else are gone? They have to face the
realities on that and they would nake the realities. meet the

realities. So it would not affect it at that point. | think
the body would be...has found a focus point for the Conway
anendment. The meeti ng this norning was very good. There was

strong give and take. There werestrong coments that were nade
and there wa a consensus that wa agreeduponon a broad

spectrum of areas and the Conway anmendnment, | thin is a good
step forward on that and sonething the body can live with itself
as LB 89 continues on to passage. And, with that, 1'd give any

remaining time to Senator Wthemif he gsq desires.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One m nute, Senator Wthem

SENATOR W THEN: Yeah, just very briefly, Senator Hefner, | have
an answer to your question now. The probationary period is the
same across the 'state. It is three years across the state.
There is no distinction. | was told that by the former Chair of
the Education Conmittee, Senator Vickers, who I guess assed
| egislation making them consistent. The only ot her thing I

guess | would like to comment on is this question that kind of
keeps cropping up but | don't knowif it has ever been addressed
directly is, why are we only doing this for two years, like this
is something unique and strange,we're only doing a two-year
program here. You onl yappropriate noney for two years. |
mean, that' all that there is. Now, in effect, we wll pass
this bill and this becomes a permanent programin state statute
until such time as it is repeal ed. The Ap ropr|at|0n5 Conmittee
wi Il nmake a recommendation two years down Phe road at what |evel
it should be funded. It can be higher, it can be the sane, it
can be less. The body then will vote on that and we i then
fund the program at whatever |evel we may wi sh to.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Time.
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