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better than what we started out with and, personally, | can
support the Conway anmendment. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Bernard-Stevens, Senator
Noore next.

SENATOR BEIJRRD-STEVENS:  Thank you, Nr. President. | shouldn't
take very long and I' Il give the renainder of my tine to nat or
Wthemif he so desires. A coupl e of, I think, general
conments. At this point, | certainly amsupportive of the
Conway amendnent. | think it does a nultitude of things that
mekes it nore palatable for the body to continue. | would Iike
to cl_arlf_y a coupl e things. Number one, I'd like the body to
keep in mind what we' ve done in regard to teachers' ggjaries and
property tax. VWhen we pegan LB 89 we had $100 million for

teachers' salaries, in essence, and $50 million in property tax.
Under 89 now, if we agree with the Conway amendment and we™ |5qk
at what the Legislature has done in property tax, we' re going to
have under LB 84 conbined with 611 still $94 million in property
tax relief, so we haven't changed rmuch on property tax but we're

down to $20 million for teachers. So | think there has been a

substantial give on one side if we' re concerned

t axes. The Legislature is facing that issue, b%qo%tnegg?%grtt%
t eachers' salaries we've gone from 100mllion down ¢

$20 million. So | think we need to keep that perspective vvecil
at hand when we get concerned about the $20 million in property
tax relief. The ot her point I'd like to make is. | think the
body is still a little bit unclear, is that school boards, by
this bill, local control is «cl earlymaintained. They wil |
negotiate with their assoc. . . the | ocal associations a5 the

al ways do as to what |evel of salary the teachers shoul d be pai d
Wlthln t hat (_ilstrlct and they wi || We|gh t hat agai nst,

obviously, the mll levy and the property valuations and al l
those political and financial discussions and decisions will be
made at the local level. \hatever |evel the¥ decide to get it
at, and certainly LB 89 as it will be drafted, hopeful Fvaill

be an incentive to I NCrease some of t hose sal ari es. But
wherever  they end y falling, they will be able to qualify in
nost cases for the pool of funds and then a pool of funds of the

20 million, no nore than 20 nmillion, will be divided as to how
they qualify for that pool of funds and the money will be extra.
The noney will be a bonus set. gp those that are concerned that

if two years frompow thereis no noney, or the Legislature
deci des not to appropriate any further funds, ;|

L hat ffect
teachers' salaries that have been al ready negoti at eé, ahow 80 you
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