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higher salaries will, for beginning teachers, will strengthen
the ability of t he education systemto conpetefor those best
and brightest young people out of our yniversities. I think
that's an inportant factor. Senator Spith's remarks about
needing to do other things to inprove the level of teaching, .|
think are discussions we need to have. So far on this bill
there really haven't been any suggestions made to change this
bill that would inprove the quality of instruction. Theclosest
thing we had was an anendment by Senators Hefner and gm‘%h t%at
woul d have changed the probationary period fyrom two ears to
five years. That would have done absolutely nothing foinprove
t he qualitdy of educati on. All it would have done would have
made

been. .. it more casy to di scharge even good teachers the
first four or five years en they' re teachi ng.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One m nute.

SENATOR W THEN: But we haven't really addressed those, we
haven't t al ked about those issues and, as Senator Smith
indicated, 1'd like to get into sone of those over the jnterim.
We're not going to do it on this bill. This bill, the session
is too far al ong. Those ideas have not heen brought forward
yat, but there are sonme things out there. | guess, in my mind,
' ve been looking at the old teachers' gij pend approach that was
in 994. It is sonmething that we ought to be |ooking at and

thi nki ng about, resurrecting perhaps, and maybe we can do that
over the interim At this point, I think Thie bill with the

Conway amendment, this bill will be in as about asI gdod of shape
as we are going to get it this session. | still think the
original bill is a good bill, that the committee amendnents were
a good bill and that the Lynch anmendnments were so g ood bill
and | would prefer supporting themin any of those other |evels
of funding. But | guess political realities were getting nearer
the session and the $20 mllion fjgure that is here in the
Conway amendment, although it would bemy preference to see
somet hing other than that, feel like | ampro%agly going to gpg
up bei ng supportive of the Conway amendnent.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. S enator Dierks, please.

SENATOR DIERKS: Nr. Spaker, nmembers of the bode | made the
statement at the hearing on LB 89 that | would be the first gue

on the bandwagon to support hjgher teachers' salaries if we
could find, with that, 3 conconmitant property tax relief , one
that would go right ajong with those increased sal ari es. |
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