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priority in my race was education. And, unfortunately, Senator
8efner, while you have been in this body, the State of Nebraska
has abrogated its responsibility to education on the prinmary and
secondary | evel year after year after year. And one of ny
strong beliefs is that we nust, ags a state, cone to grips with
t he probl em of education on the primary and secondary level.

Each year we appropriate mllions of dollars on the.gn the
university level, state college |level and we ignore the problem
of the primaryand secondary education. | was very interested

in and foll owed closely the actions of Governor Branstad in |owa
and | have been informed by the NSEA that' he, a good Republican,
conservative Republican, will probably receive the maximumin
support from them when he runsfor Governor next time because
Governor Branstad made a commitment as a Republican, as a
conservative Republican, made a commtment to primary and
secondary education in the State of |owa. And | believe that
that is the issue. It' s...it' S..the issue is a comm t ment by
the State of Nebraska because it is a state issue, it Is a state
responsibility. When we cloud the issue of whether or not we
are going to appropriate noney for primary and secondary
education and teachers' salaries with the debate over \no gave
what political contributions to whom we really are throw ng
smoke at what is a central and critical issue in our state. Anpd
| hope that we approach the Lynch anmendrment properly. | think
that Senator' Lynch has addressed the probl em reasonably. He has
negotiated a figure which is reasonable under anyanal ysis of
our budget for this next bienniumand he has come up with a
nunber that we can all work with. And | certainly agree with
Senator Wthemin his analysis that we need to take into
consideration all of the philosophical views of howto deal with
teachers' sal aries, whether it be Senator More's idea, whether
it be Senator Lanb's or Senator Nelson' s, but | think we, g5 a
body today, have to meke the kind of commi tnment albeit
relatively small conpared to the commitnment that has peen made
in our surrounding states, especially lowa, to primary and
secondary education. One of the great' frustrations I' pgy ad
in this body, and | have to bring this hone to ny area in %mina,
is the business community in Omha and their failure to cone to
grips with the problenms of primary and secondary educati on. I
have consistently supported the position of the Oraha busi ness
community in attenpting to provide business incentives for Omha
busi nesses to grow. And | have asked in return for the last two
years that they take a good responsiblegnd solid view of
primary and secondary education and of property tax and com ng
to grips with the ©problems of our primary and secondary
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