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Nelson.

S ENATOR SMITH: N o .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: I don't need to ask you any more questions.
(Laughter. )

S PEAKER BARRETT: Sen a t o r R od Johnson, f ol l o wed b y Senator

SENATOR R. JO HNSON: Mr. President, members, there w e r e
basically two bills that were introduced this year on interstate
simulcasting, one was Senator Schmit's bill t hat w e ' r e no w
discussing, the other was a bill that I introduced on behalf of
the Nebraska Breeders Association, it was LB 736. And the major
difference between those two bills happened to deal with the
length of time that interstate simulcasting could be broadcast
-nto the State of Nebraska. T here was concern, t h e r e stil l i s
concern, and that is part of the reason that there are committee
amendments that call for consultation with the breeders on the
impact of interstate simulcasting and having some say on t he
board as to how interstate simulcasting will be used. But the
concern is t ha t a s we allow interstate simulcasting t o t a k e
place in the state, on a year-round basis, how does that affect
the live horse racing that goes on in our state in the nine and
a half months that we have in this state. I think the breeders
are concerned that with interstate simulcasting and some of the
larger simulcast races that will come into the state that there
might be an impact on the preference of the more sophisticated
horse bettor that they may not wish to observe the races that
may not be as of high a quality as s ome of t he r ace s thatthey' l l be getting through interstate simulcasting. So, as I
said, through a compromise that was reached w ith t he Nebr a s k a
B reeders A s soci a t i o n and the tracks and through the leadership
of Senator Smith we, I think, r eached a poi nt where e v e r yone
feels they have an opportunity to have a say in how interstate
simulcasting will work in the state. I still have some sincere
concerns with the impact that interstate simulcasting will have
on a year-round basis to live racing. I hope we k e e p t hat in
. mind, because I think interstate, or at least live racing in the
state will benefit from interstate simulcasting. But we don' t
want to saturate the market to a p oint where we l ose t he
interest of those who like to observe live racing in our state.
So I hope that you' ll keep that in the back of your minds as you
vote on this issue.
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