April 18, 1989 LB 761

into the conpact, based on these assurances that jf we stayed

into the conpact, at Jeast a |local comunity woul d have sone

say-so and some right to vote. \Wether this is the safest site
or not, those are other decisions, but, quite frankly

SPEAKER BARRETT: Time.
SENATCR KRI STENSEN: ... we owe these people a vote. Tpank you.
SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Smith, Senator El ner on deck.

SENATOR SM TH: Thank you, M. Speaker. pnepbers of the body, |

think it's really unfortunate that in ny talk with both sides of

the folks that are on this issue, the right of communities

to vote and that sort of thing, that we have a dlf?erence In t%e
definition of what we nean by comunity consent or the comunity

vot e. When you talk to the people, they assune that that neans
they, themselves individually, as citizens of that area have the

right to make a choice. When you talk to the other fol

US Ecol ogy and so on, you are finding that they are saying t at

US...or the comunity vote does not necessarily iean that, it
coul d have nmeant the officials and so. And when | visited with,
for instance, Rich Paton, | told him!| think one of the bi ggest

m stakes that was nade was that there was not a very clear
definition of what we nean by community consent, that that was
not clearly Taid out. And he agreed with me totally. pgut

unfortunately, | think the darrage hasbeen done. | i{hink that
there has been a total loss of lack.  or of trust inthis group

because of circunstances that. have |ed us to the 0|nt ere
we' re at right now and | agree wtm Senat or &I’I stense Wg

| appreciated very nuch the handout that he presented to us here
on the floor. And I had picked out a number of comments that
thought in here were worth mentioning on the floor. ope of the
things on March the 29th that Rich Paton said was. _and I'm sure
that these have to be accurate because they woul d not gi ve nanes

or where it was taken fromif it was not accurate. He said,
USEcology has a plan that will put the facility in anar ea
that does want it." Wecould go on and on. If you've

the same copies | have and there are a nunber of ot her thlﬁ

that | had picked out which, again, that _were different from
what ot her people had i ndicated to you before this. But one Of
the things that's very clear is that in the beginning
December the  8th of 1987 when we began with the comtents that
are on our sheets that we have before us here

consent, very strongly they were naking stat errents at %%at ti mY—z

4360’



