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addressed by one of Senator Schmit's anendnents. ive,
the l ocal monitoring conmttees $100, 000 api ece to usedho ver'
t hey thought necessary in having sone control over the siti ng of

this facility. It would also allow for ¢the qualified
i nspectors, determ ned b the Departnent of Environmental
Control, to have the ght of i ndependent access to the

facility, the right to |nspect all records and activities at the
site, and «carry out joint inspections with the DEC. |t would
al so give $100, 000, up fromb50 to a 100 thousand, to +the final
site nmonitoring comm ttee. As | said earlier, this process
since 1983, has keen ramred through this Legislature with ery
very | ittle debate. The earl y debate centered on how rmst
this waste would conme fromhospitals. That was not

heard in the conmttee hearing but that was what was presented
on the floor, that 90 percent of this waste was hospital aste.
We found out | ater 95 percent of the waste wasfrompower
plants, and a maxi num of 5 percent was fromhospitals. The next
time the bill came around, the bill junped Gene

and we took a bill onFinal Reading, pullerg It ofrf of h nal
Reading, gutted it, and said here comes one of those j|estones
again, we have got to pass |egislation to meet the federal
m | est ones. So we tookoff of Select File, gutted jt and
turned it into our lowlevel waste bill, agai n avoi di hg al |
rational debate on the issue. That is the history of this bill,
the history of this process in the state. Soif you wonder why
the people are uneasy, just go back, like they have, 344 read
all the testinony, all the debate, all the times they were
promi sed that this faci I_it?/ will not be in Nebraska, the Chances
are 100 to 1 that it will be in Nebraska, don' tworry, it won' t
be here, and. then check out what has happened since. \ygneed to
give these local monitoring comittees the money and the
enforcenment powers to be out there on their own, separate from
the DEC, doing the checking of these facilities. Again, | would
reiterate, my personal experience with federal = and state
insPect ors can be described only as very poor. These inspectors
violated their duty time after time. W need to give the people
of these communities the confidence in this process that has
been lacking so far. W need to give themconfidence jn these
| ocal monitoring committees py giving themthe noney and the
direction that, yes, indeed, you are. ygu have a real process,
you are reaIIy i nvolved in this process, that you will have a
lot of say on what is right and what is wong with the siting of
this facility. Again, | would refer to ¢the study, the plans
that are proposed by Bechtel that as of right now there is no
need or no call in that study for intensive studies right
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