
A pril 17 , 1 9 89 IB 761, 763

very ably chaired by Senator Schmit c a n add r e ss t his i n an
intelligent and rational manner. We have had the contacts with
all the people who have been i n t e r e sted in this particular
aspect of the bill and how they are going to be compensated. We
have talked to the public in many, many meetings and have
personal expertise that has b een der i ve d f r om all of that
information that all of our hearings have provided us. And I
would urge you to defeat this particular amendment and leave it
with the committee who has had the experience with the issue.
Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Schmit.

SENATOR SCHNIT: Nr. President and members, this is a little
sensit iv e be c ause I do not want to appear to be critical of my
fellow committee member, Senator Norrissey. He has every r i ght
to propose such an amendment, but I must just touch briefly upon
some of the concerns that I have. There w as a suggestion pr i o r
to the introduction of IB 763 that the bill would not receive . a
fair public hearing, obviously because someone felt that the
chairman of the committee might not be fair in handling of t he
issue. After the committee hearing was held,o ne person af t e r
another came forward and expressed their total satisfaction with
the conduct of the hearing. They didn't necessarily agree with
the conclusions but they were most emphatic in the fact that the
h earing h a d be e n conducted fairly, impartially, with cour t e sy
extended to all individuals who wished to testify. I t h in k t h a t
if there is any reason why the integrity of the committee ought
to be challenged, that should have been dispelled long ago. It
is justifiably the responsibility of the Revenue Committee,
pardon me, of the Natural Resources Committee. It ought to be
handled that way and i t ought not to b e disseminated just
because of a personal situation. I hope that is not why the
issue was addressed in this manner. I have every . . . I ha v e highrespect for S enat o r Norrissey but I t hink t he best way t o
address issues sometimes is to do it out in the open, and I am
doling it that way. I want to point out also that no individual
has a lock on the chairmanship of a committee, and t ime h a s
required and has sometimes caused the turnover of committee
chairmen and, therefore, all the mor e reason why t he
responsibility should rest with the committee,not with the
individuals. All too often we have a tendency on this floor,
and I am guilty of it myself from time to time, to associate an
i ndividua l wi th a committee and confuse the t wo
responsibilities. I should not do that and we should not do
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