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that protects the citizens in the form of liability standards
that will protect our citizens. I' ve seen it happen too often
where an issue is significant, an issue is important such . as
this particular bill is, a bill that has to be passed and the
next year we' ll say we' ll take care of the problem in a piece of
legislation for the following year and it just won't happen. I
think this is going to be the last train out when it comes to
this particular issue and, I don't know, some of the individuals
that are involved in this particular issue that are fighting to
protect the rights of some of the citizens in the state feel
that next year we might have a chance to change some o f t h e se
liability laws, I think are just being unrealistic. I f you want
t o ch a nge t hos e liability laws, you'd better do it with this
particular bill because next year this is not going t o b e t he
issue that it is this year. This piece of legislation has to be
enacted, and unless we put in the liability laws that we want to
l iv e wi t h i n t h i s par t i cu l a r b i l l , we' re probably not going to
get them next year. Now I think we ought to study it, that' s
fine. I serve o n th e Judiciary Committee and I think that
studying this particular issue is important, but w h y no t pu t
those standards in the bill at this time and then come back next
year and study it? What we' re talking about is a possible,
though I hope a situation that never does occur , t hat som e how
this I'ow-level nuclear waste site could cause severe problems to
the environment some place down the road. We' re talking about
citizens in this state that could be harmed by this site. Now
i t ' s my belief that, at least I' ve been assured by individuals
involved in this that this will not occur, but by putting
liability standards in the law, I t hink w e wil l m or e t h a n
adequately assure our citizens that the companies that wil l b e
taking control of this low-level nuclear waste site will offer
the highest standard of protection for our citizens. The c our t s
are there for our protection and the protection of our citizens.
I'm going to be supporting this particular amendment, b ut I
certainly would be in support of establishing higher standards
of liability in this particular bill. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Schmit, please.

SENATOR SCHNIT: Nr. President and members,I 'm not go i n g t o
speak very l on g . I appreciate the comments we have had from the
attorneys of the Legislature who understand the issue I think
very thoroughly. I support the study of the issue by t he
Judiciary Committee. It is a p roper area of study for the
Judiciary Committee and one which t h e y ar e well-equipped to
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