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you want to, but I think it should be made clear to t he p u b li c
that this amendment by itself doesn't do anything. It certainly
doesn't guarantee that agricultural land will not be valued or
taxed higher than any other type of property. This l an g u age
makes that possible. When you tax this kind of land, however
the Legislature defines it, that method allows a t y p e of
taxation which is disproportionate to every other kind of land.
That is what this language in the Constitution is saying. The
additional language that was added doesn't really get to the
heart of the matter. So I ' d l i k e t o a sk Sen a t o r John s o n a
question so that maybe something can be gotten into the record
from the introducer of the bill. Oh, I di dn' t...that's al l
right, I didn't realize he wasn't here. I ' l l j u st m ak e s o me
assertions. We have a situation here now wh ere peop l e hav e
g rown weary of d i scu s s i n g what h as been ca l l ed t he m o s t
important piece of legislation related to agriculture t h i s
session. It's g oing to be submitted to the public because it
probably will be passed by the Legislature, but without my vote.
Then when it comes back and bites the Legislature, w e ca n c om e
and look at the discussion that we' ve had on it, a nd we' l l s e e
where va r i o us i s s u es w ere r ai s e d , v ar i ou s war n i n g si gn s were
p laced o ut t h er e . B ut because peopl e h a d g r own weary , t h o s e
signs were ignored and the hard work necessary to try to achieve
the purpose is not to be done. N ow t h a t Sen a t or John s o n is
here, I' ll ask him this question. Senator Johnson, what is the
purpose of this piece of legislation, if not t o a l l o w
agricultural land to be given a break as far as valuation and
t axat i o n ?

P RESIDENT: S e n a to r Rod J o hnson, p l e a s e .

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: Well, Senator Chambers, a s I u nd er st a n d
what the bill will do i s t o pr ov i d e an exception to the
uniformity clause to allow the values determined through our
income earning stream to be...to not come under the uniformity
law. Those valuations could be h igher , c ou l d b e l owe r , as
Senator Schmit has indicated here today. Nore than likely I'm
hoping that we as a reasonable body would determine those values
where they ' re a t t oda y , or make the adjustments that are b ei n g
o ffe red i n L B 3 6 1 , which will raise those values.

SENATOR CHANBERS: Thank you, that....Okay, Senator Johnson has
stated in general terms what the bill does, what the amendment
would do, create an exception to the uniformity clause. And he
hopes that we, as a reasonable body, Senator Landis likes to use
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