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be blamed for higher ag land valuations. They were specifically
responding t o Supr e me Court decisions that said the c ~rrent
valuation system is unconstitutional. Who should be blamed, i f
not us? Who should be blamed, if not us? Ladies and gentlemen,
I wrote a letter to many of you a long time ago and suggested
that it is possible to determine equity in taxation. I t ' s not
going to be done on the floor of the Legislature, has to be done
by those of us who want to work on it, getting together off the
floor. Senator Landis suggests I' ve not been t oo c o o per a t iv e.
I would suggest that my suggestions, Senator Landis, have not
been accepted in very good grace because of what I conside r t o
be a n i mpr o pe r o r a f alse p re mon i t i o n. I think that the
situation is clear, you adopt my amendment and the people vote
for it, they' ll know what they have done. The Supreme Court
will say they knew what they did. If you do no t a dopt my
amendment, then the gate is wide open. The court may accept it,
but, ladies and gentlemen, far more dangerous than the court and
their ruling is what will happen in a future Legislature when
Senator Ch a mbers or some su c cessor of h i s d ecide s t h a t
agricultural land ought to be valued at more than actual value,
at more than market value, and i t wi l l t hen b e t o o l at e because
t here will not be an y semblance of rural resistance that is
significant enough to turn it around. There ar e n o t ve r y many
issues on this floor as important as this one. Senator J o h nson
is correct, there is no issue more important. I r eg r e t v e ry
much that Senator Warner is not on this floor. I would s uggest
that those of you who are quick to be critical of myself in this
instance ought to read how Senator Warner h as b e e n vo t i ng on
this issue for a long time. He 's been here 27 years, he' s
watched a lot of issues come an d g o , bu t he i s espec i a l l y
concerned a b ou t t h i s k ind o f s i t u at i o n . But you c annot h o l d
back the tide, you can't outrun the wind, and you c a sa' t ou t f l y
the thunderstorm. And, ladies and gentlemen, that may be the
situation I'm in here today, I t would b e t e mp t i n g t o wi t h d r a w
the amendment, because no one likes to suffer defeat. But I
think it is important, Nr. President, that we v o t e on t he
amendment and I want a record vote.

PRESIDENT: Sen at or Landis , p l e as e . Pa rd on me, t h at wa s
closing. The question is the adoption of the Schmit amendment.
All those in favor. ..okay, return to Select File is actually the
vote. Question is, shall the bill be returned to Select File?
All those in favor vote aye, opposed nay . A r ecord vote has
been req u es te d, so b e go v e rned a ccord in g l y . Record, Nr . Cl e r k ,
please.
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