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or in terpretation, but his language, like all the other
language, allows for all of those things. The time bomb that
everybody is trying to avoid is incorporated in the language of
the amendatory language that Senator Rod Johnson is offering.
As Senator Schmit pointed out, the one who controls the right to
define controls the whole battlefield, but t here i s ot h e r
language. On page 2, the Legislature is allowed to provide for
a method of taxing agricultural land and horticultural land
which results in values which are not uniform and proportionate
with all other tangible property and f ranchi s es . So Sen a t o r
Schmit's amendment is adopted, you enact this...you put it
before the public. They vote on it. It becomes a part of the
Constitution. When things with reference to real estate change
and the value of farmland changes, whether up or do w n, her e is
what I will do, Senator Schmit, based on the language of the
Constitution. I will offer a bill to say that agricultural land
and horticultural land shall be valued at 1 5 0 p e r c en t o f the
value of comm ercial property or residential property or
150 percent of its market value or 150 percent of the v alue o f
this land when it is based on its income earning potential.
That can be done under this law. As long as you put language in
the Constitution that allows this land to be valued and taxed in
a way that is different from and not proportionate t o ot h e r
land, then you haven't done anything. Nothing is being done
with t h i s l an g u age a t a l l . That is one reason I am t r y i n g t o
stay out of the discussion, but I want my remarks to be in the
record. Now that that has soaked in, I am go in g t o say one
o ther t h i ng . The re is always going to be a rural and urban
split because there are urban centers located in agricultural
parts of the state, and I say again, this body and other
Legislatures do not recognize the distinction between rural and
agricultural. There are urban areas in agricultural areas whose
interests are different from those of the agricultural areas of
which t hey a r e a p a r t . Those with the agricultural i n t e r e s t s
could control that particular area and do th ings that are
detrimental to the urban centers. There is a tendency to think
of the term "urban" as applying to large, relatively speaking,
c i t i e s l i k e Omaha, L i n c o l n , N o r t h P l at t e , G ra n d I s l a n d , a nd s o
f orth, but that i s not the only kind of areas that the term
"urban" would appl y t o . So with all of the efforts being put
forth here today, I think you are going to wind up dealing with
a law or a piece of language that you would have if you put a
snake's tail in its mouth. A s long as you g o a r o und t h e b ody o f
the snake, you are never going to reach the end, never go in g t o
r each the beg i nn i ng , beca u se w hat y o u ha ve des c r i b e d i s a
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