April 17, 1989

how do you read the language that says, "as ;
Legi sl ature, "7 What do you say that gl)/ves us thceleplngeﬁjt ttz)ydor?he

SENATOR WEHRBEI N: | woul d guess, Senator Schmit, in reply that
that means that the Legislature sets the paranmeters in which
val uations shoul d be based, and they woul d have the prerogatives
to deci de what those woul d be.

SENATOR SCHNIT:  Thank you. You said that sets the paraneters
under which val uations can be pl aced. Senator, it does muc
more than that. The Legislature may provide that agricultura
land and horticultural land, s defined by the e%islature,

shall constitute a separate and distinct” class o roperty,
separate and distinct class. It doesn't say anything about
val ues. It refers to the class of property for purposes of

taxation, and then shall provide a different met hod. I we
define agricultural land, for exanple, as beingany entity
between 40 acres or betweensero acres and 40 acres. that is
agricultural land. It says we have. _put the Constitution gives
us that authority. If it says it has got to be between 150 and
160 acres of land, that is what it is. Nowyousay, oh, thatis
unreasonable. Ladi es and gent|e|’re|"|7 | hav e seen man
unr easonabl e st atutes perpetrated upon the people of tehl s stat
and | do not intend to stand here and acqui esce in somet hi ng
whi ch | ooks reasonabl e toda% but which, in fact, is a w de open
invitation for mschief at the

very best and cpicanery a the
very least, and | would hope that you woul dunderstand and
review what | amsaying here today because it jg extremely
i nportant . I think it is also extrenely inportant that you
adopt the second anendnent, because without this econd
amendnent, | adies and gentlenen, it still makes it possi bFe Por

a future Legislature to provide for a system which allows taxing
agricultural land at more than the val ue of othermﬁ_roperty,
i

notw thstanding my good friends of the Farm Bureau ch sa'ys,
"not go any higher than these properties." Ladies and
gentlenmen, that is not true. |t is an error. It is false. |t

1S hOperlly uni ntentlonally, of course, but, it is fal se. It is

blatantly false and my 40, 50 thousand fellow
menbers in Nebraska read this.  they read this like {:ﬁémﬁureau

SPEAKER BARRETT: One m nute.

SENATOR SCHMIT: ~ And, |adies and gentlemen, | am not saying
whet her the Qggg is accurate or not, but this is not ,.curate
and we need to be sure that we know what weare doing.  |; i'g
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