April 17, 1989

SENATOR SCHNI T:  Nr. President and menbers, | have handed out
i94407. | will read it for you very sIOV\Ay and carefully. "The
nmet hod of taxing agricultural |and and hortlcultural land
provided by the Legislature shall require that taxes |I F
uni formy ‘and proportionately within the class of agrlcu ?ura
| and and hort| cultural and and wi thin and between subcl asses
such cl ass. " Let me tell you why | think it is inportant tohat
we adopt this amendment. We have discussed this before 44 ipe
floor and I think it is inportant that you recognize that, 54|
said earlier when | spoke on the bracket motion, what we inply
has no bearing upon decisions of the Suprerre Court. We have to
state specifically and we have to do so | n | anguage which is

unmi stakably clear. If we do not, in opi ni on, adopt this
anendnent, then | amconcerned that there rTrr}tlay e a do ugd pas to
whether or not, for exanple, having repealed the unifornity

cl ause, that thel'e needs to be a uni form assessnent of t axes
wi thin various cl asses of farn and. For exan"p|e it V\DU'd be
possible to say, and | have many poultry operations i my
district, it would be possible tc say that any farm and whi ¢h
contains a poultry Operatlon of such and such a size is
therefore declared to be a commercial or an industrial
operation. A feedlot, any other kind of an enterprise could pgo
discovered to be a different class than that which we would
consider nornal farmand, if you want to call it that. \we have
seen and heard a lot of discussion relative to the so-cal'ed
famly farm Thereis nothing that would prevent in the fyture
a different type of valuation on a farmof 160 acres as opposed
to one that is 320 acres or 640 acres. There are may other
aspects of the anendnent which | think are extrenely inmportant.
Readi ng the anmendnent, on page 2, beginning with |ine 19, "the
Leglslat ure may provi de t hat agrlcultural and and hortlcultural
Iand and |listen to these words, these five words, -"as defined
¥ the Legislature, shall constitute a separate and di stlnct
cl ass of property for pur poses of taxation and nay provide for
different method of taxing agricultural |and and hortlcultural
l'and which results in values which are not ypifor an
proportionate with all other tangible property and Prang?wi ses
Ladies and gentlemen, the |east experienced, the newest, very
bl Untly, the dunbest |0bbyISt on this. .who is registered here
will tell you, let me draw the definitions for

don't care what the bill contains, you can wite the rest 0{' the
bill , you can even wite the penalties, |et me draw the
definitions. The |language of five words, "as gefined by th!
Legislature, " gives this Legislature and every future
Legi sl ature not a license, but a mandate to define what shall

4232



