April 17, 1989

doing the right thing, and then nove forward.
SPEAKER BARRETT PRESIDING
S PEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Before recogni zi ng Senator Rod

Johnson, Senator Schmit is announcing that he has sone guests in
our north bal cony, 36 fourth graders fromDavid Gty with (phair

t eacher. They are from St. Mary's School. wuld you fol ks
please stand and be recognized. Thank you. Weare glad to have
you with us. Di scussion on the Wesely motion to bracket.

Senat or Rod Johnson, Senator Schnit on deck.

SENATORR. JOHNSON: M. President and nmembers, these last
mi nut e p' eas to not pass |R2 are not to be or are not

unexpect ed. | expected this to cone. |t happened to ne | ast
year with LR 249 which was a simlar piece of legislatio n that
dealt with ag | and valuation,so | feel as if this is a third

round of debate which | fully expected. One of the problens
that we ran into last year, of course, was that | think a | ot of
people were looking for alternative i deas besides the
constitutional anendment to address this problem They were
looking for an answer, and that answer was supposedto be
sonehow found out by the Revenue Committee during the interim
period, or it was supposed to conefromus as individuals. No
alternative ideas that are workable that | know of have come
forward that provide what | consider to be a long-term sol ution
to the problemof ag | and val uati ons. Delay cost us, quite
frankly, an opportunity to put this issue on the ballot in 1988.
I wish we would have done that |ast year. | think a nunmber of
you who are now voting for LR 2 have come to me or to others gpngd
sai d, hey, you know, | mnmade a mi stake. We probably should have
voted for LR 249. I think time was right to deal with that
problem We had a chance in the regular session |gast year to
deal with this problem We chose not to do it. \wehada chance
in a plea that was brought to you by Senator Landis, Senator
Moore, and myself to have a special session. I't was brought to
you in August. It was rejected by the body again, and now we

sit on Final Reading with LR 2, and we are told that this is not
the solution, that there has got to be some other better idea, 4

more equitable idea, an idea that no one really knows what hat
might constitute at this point, but I, personally, suggest that
we nmove on with the issue. Now there are other amendnents fil ed
here that we wil |l take up individually. The onl objection |1
have to someof those anendnments, quite honestYy, is that they
were brought to me at 8:35 this morning and said here is ny
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