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goi ng to watch this very closely, listen very carefully to the
ebate because | don't want to entrap ourselves further in the
same kind of a situation. | ynderstand the needs of the citi es
very much and understand their deep concerns and | share tﬁat
concern, but we seemto be unable to give djrect property tax
relief of any consequence for any length of tinme. weseemto be
unabl e to...|l guess resist the inpulse to burden the cities gng
counties with additional responsibilities gnd the schools and
for that reason it may be justified that we do what we are doing
here today. On the other hand, it m ght be 4 petter alternative
to take a | ook at whether or not we should nmandate sonme of those
responsitilities to |l ocal subdivisions that we have mandated and
allow themto make their own decisions and raise their own funds
and meet their own obligations. go at this time, |I'mgoing to
wi t hhol d ny decision on what I'mgoing to dqo about the bill.
Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Scofield.

SENATOR SCOFIELD:  Thank you, Nr. Speaker, and members, Senator
Schmit raises an issue with his question that he directed to

Senator Schellpeper that | want to alert the menbership to and
that is one of the things that | have a concern gpout this bill

on although | certainly support the notion of trying to get sone
help out to communities andparticularly rural communities, is
that | have thought, as | read the bill, that perhaps the
definition of i nfrastructure was unnecessarllybroad And, in
fact, the nost appropriate kinds of things to finance through
this would be those things such as solid waste management
facilities, waste water, storm water, water treatment works

water distribution facilities, which are in the current |anguage
of the bill. But | did have some questions about how far we
wanted to take that and the particul ar | anguage ncern
me as far as airports, port facilities, bmldlngs ang |tal
equipment, convention, tourismfacilities, ands And  the

reasons for my concern are to make this tru y an |nfrastructure

b' Il 1'"'mgoing to offer an amendnent. I will haveit printed in
the Journal. 1'm going to offer this amendment on Sel ect

| have talked to both Senator Landis and Senator Schel IFpep'er
about it. But | want you to be aware that this is com ng so you
can think about it because ny perception is ;g communities
can go out and raise noney to do a tourist center. Chadron. as
a matter of fact, has recently done that. That s not an
impossible thing to finance. It's nuch |l ess easy to run bake

sales, lotteries, andsoon, to do boring things like solid
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