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it's going to cost us to do some things that we' re doing. We' re
going to start facing that drastically in the next 25 days.
Perhaps this is the time to start. We have a rough draft for a
budget almost completed and it's just what everyone is
suspecting. It's going to be just as difficult to make the
decis i on s t h i s year as it has been the last two years. And I
think we just as well start out with the fact that i f w e' re
going to increase spending h owever g oo d , h ow e ve r n o b l e t he
cause, it's going to cost some money and this may wel l b e t he
first harbinger of what's going to happen as we try to find the
money to fund scme of t h e se ve r y good i s su es . So I am
going...inclined to...I' ll leave it, let's face it straight up.
What we' re doing is going to cost three cents and if it's not
going to come out of the General Fund, then we' re g o i n g t o h av e
to take it out by raising taxes. So I guess I would urge you to
look at it that way, in addition to the p oints that S enator
Warner made, that way this is very serious business as you
extend bonding out for 20 years. We need sources of funding for
these. They ought to be dependable. I guess part of it w ould
go back to my original preposition that I don't think that we
ought to be dividing or spreading the cigarette tax income that
much further. So I wo uld urge you tosupport the three cent
increase at this time. If, admittedly, there is more t ime t o
c onsider t h i s ag ai n , I wi l l t e l l Sen at or L an d i s t h at I cou l d
probably love his bill a little bit more if this funding was in
it but let us recognize it for what it is at the present time,
i t ' s a $4 . 5 m il l i on d r a g o n t he G e ne ra l F u n d . Money wi l l h ave
to come from somewhere and let's face it for what it is and
replace that with a n additional three cent t ax on o u r
c igare t t e s . Th a n k yo u .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th ank you . The question is the adoption of
the Wehrbein amendment to LB 683. Those in favor of that motion
vote aye, opposed nay. Voting on the Wehrbein amendment. Have
you all voted? Have you all voted? Record.

CLERK: 14 ay e s, 19 na y s , Mr . Pr e si de n t , on adoption of Senator
Wehrbein's amendment.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The motion fails. Next or d e r o f bu s i n es s .

CLERK: Mr. President, Senator Warner would move t o a m end t h e
bi l l . (The Warner amendment appears on p a g e 1 70 0 o f t h e
Legislative Journal.)
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