April 13, 1989 LB 683

sonme cases it is not only adequate but quite well maintained, in
others it is not. But what we find in the course of the |ast
20 years is this trend in the United States and in Nebraska fgor
eXpendltUreS as a percentage of gross prajuct revenue to
decrease, the trend was upward for expenditures per apita  but
infrastructure expenses represented a snmaller share otc 8ut put in
government revenues and personal incone. While more i s being
spent per person, in other words, the infrastructure |jpnyestment
represents a | ower budgetary priority in Nebraska and in the
nation and, of course, in the last 20 years. we||, think about
it, in the last 20 years the demandfor ggcial services has
pi cked up. The welfare state, if you will, has not been (cyrped
and we  have spent our money on people. Well and just
Education, well and just, certainly with a great need. 5 great
elenment of demand and' that's peen a sensible thing to do.
Constituents, by the way, as we all know as politicians, turn
out for the library. They turn out for different human services
and recreation programs and the like. hat the citizenship does
not turn out for at hearings are new sewers. They're not there
for updating their electricity systemor their natural gas
distribution system The%/' re not there for the infrastructure
costs, they are there for the other ggcial services kinds of
expenditures . And what's happened, that chart tells us,
according to our Department of Economic Devel opnent, is that o
have had a lowering of infrastructure as a budgetary priority in
this state and that reflects the national trend. cCapital
outlays, like total expenditures, for infrastructure are
receiving a smaller share of resources gnd, therefore, re@ sent
a | ower budgetary priority in Nebraska, concludes the eljort.
Not only that, but Nebraska has invested |ess heaw?y than the
national average for sanitation, sewage, ajrports , and water
supply and water cleanliness than has the rest "of "tne country
but has invested greater than the national average in highways.
Certainly, our roads needs are yery great. Cert ai nly, that
represents wly we have a high amount of commitnent to roads.
But | would suggest to you that the existence o' a permanent
fundi ng mechani sm has al so justified why we have spent noney for
roads above the national average. V¢ have segregated
financing system for road expenditures and that is tahe oge area
of infrastructure that this state has done above average, to Its
credit . The NIRF pj||, 683, attenpts to take infrastructure
i ssues and build up sonewhat of a wall around themand to |gg/n
the | esson of the roads expenditures and that high comm tnment we
have to infrastructure there and carry that theme over to the
very unsexy business of keeping and maintaining good sewage
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