
A pri l 1 3 , 1 9 89 LB 429

additional things, to put more money in and not to come back
with any idea whatsoever on how we can save money is, to me,
irresponsible. For us to then turn around and give them what
they want without asking for something in return, not demanding
of them some ideas and suggestions or proposals that would help
us contain health care costs, I think is just not serving the
public interest. And so I think trying t o d i scu s s and r a i se
this issue is not inappropriate. This amendment, like the last
one, attempts to get more data, more information and an ability
to then act on it in a way that we can't right now. And so I ' m
suggesting this is one way to start down the road and certa i n l y
I know that the providers have never supported this concept and
would not like to see it, but perhaps if we could get the
backbone within the body to understand that we have to ask f o r
some things in return that serve the public interest and perhaps
some of you will join me in attempting to do this, that w e c a n
perhaps get through on t his bill some information that will
provide for the citizens of this state some compensation for the
problems that we' re having right now in health care and for the
easing of the restrictions t hat t h i s b i l l wou l d p r o v i d e . I
think it's the least we can ask and certainly much more needs to

SPEAKER BARRETT: Discussion on the amendment, Senator C ro sb y ,
followed by Senators Senator Korshoj and Schellpeper.

SENATOR CROSBY: Thank you, Nr. Speaker, for some reason I don' t
have a copy o f t he amendment, but as I understand it, it is
simply something to set up a mechanism to obtain data from t he
hospitals or whatever institutions are involved. Two or t h r ee
things I'd just like to say about all these amendments again.
I n t he f i r st p l ace , I ' m all for collecting information and
having that kind of thing available to people who want i t , b u t
if someone is suffering from a heart attack, gall bladder or
whatever, when you' re in terrible pain I doubt very much if that
person or the family is going to stop at the d oor o f t he
hospital and say, let me see your data first because I want to
be sure and bring this person to the right place. That i s n ot
going to happen. So I thi nk what we' re talking about on
certificate of need doesn' t... t h i s re a l l y i s n ' t per t i nen t to
what we' re talking about t oday . L i nco l n , Nebraska, has a
tremendous hospital system and a wonderful medical staff at each
one of those hospitals. I guess perhaps I take a different view
of the medical profession than some people do. I h av e a l w a y s
had wonderful care from my doctors and nurses and all the people

be done.
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