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up to some of the threshold increases and going beyond that I
think is being a bit greedy, that the individuals behind this in
terms of some of the providers are in here asking for 12 million
more do l l a r s f or i nd i g en t care, asking for 20 million more
d ol l a r s f o r M e d i c a i d a n d $3 3 mi l l i o n t he f o l l ow i n g y e a r . They
are asking for 7 million more dollars for health insurance cost,
they are asking for more, more, more to pay .for the increase in
h ealt h c a r e co s t s . What have they come b ack h e re wi t h t o
provide for us some idea how to contain these costs'? How do we
p ay fo r t h e se cos t s? How d o w e do some t h i n g about t h i s
skyrocketing protlem? And there have been no ideas laid on the
table, no c oncept other than weakening the certificate of need
law which is obviously, in my estimation, not helping contain
costs, but most likely to lead to further cost increases over a
period of time. So where are we right now? We' re at an attempt
to be reasonable with the providers, improve the system t o t r y
and meet some of their concerns, but they want more, far more
than I think they need to have and far more than i s r ea s o n ab l e
and I c are a great deal about this. I' ve worked on this issue
for a l on g t i me , I un de r s t a nd i t v er y we l l and am w illing to
fight a g reat deal about it. At the same time I know many of
you are not as familiar with the issue and probably c are v e r y
little about it, but I think as we discuss this and as you see
some of the information I have, hopefully you' ll think about i t
some more, consider some of the options some more and let us see
if we cannot reach a better compromise than is being proposed
under this bill. We' re really not that far apart. With many of
the changes, many of the process changes, some of the threshold
changes, I'm not f ighting,I 'm no t a rg u i n g , b ut I t h i nk ag a i n
t hat we ' ve g on e , with that last amendment b eing r e j e c t ed ,
clearly farther than we need to to meet the legitimate needs of
the providers of the state and to come back with a c o n c ep t o f
trying to contain the costs that we need to contain in the State
o f N e b r a s ka . I t is obviously getting out of hand and I see
nothing being laid on the table to counter this proposal with a
better idea on how we do something about that problem. Now wi t h
that, I'd move to withdraw this amendment, Nr. Speaker.

SPEAKER BARRETT: It is withdrawn. Nr. Cl e r k .

CLERK: Sen at o r , the next amendment I h ave i s o f f e r e d b y

S PEAKER BARRETT: S e n a t o r Wese l y .

yourself. It is AM1245.
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