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SENATOR WESELY: Thank y ou . N r. Speak e r , members, th is
amendment is very similar to the last amendment and obviously I
am disappointed that we weren't able to do better than the nine
who voted in fa vor of the amendment. Of course, I understand
the circumstance that you' re in, but let me tell you again t he
problems that you have by opening up the idea of any new service
and these new equipment and not having review unless they meet
those thresholds that are raised so dramatically in t hi s b i l l .
In addition, I. have some news to report to you that the Medical
Center has just been through a CON review and h as b e e n t u rn ed
down by the CON Review Committee on a 4-3 vote. I t p o i n t s ou t
once again how important it is to have an o utside review,
whether you' re talking about a 40 or $50 million project as in
the case of the Medical Center or a four or $500,000 project in
the case of some of t hese n ew se r v i ce s o r a 40 o r $ 50 , 0 0 0
project in the case of some of these as well. You' ve go t to
have somebody independently taking a look at these issues and
t hen un d e r s t a n d i n g the ramifications of them, t he cost
i mpl i c a t i o n s an d t he qu a l i t y impl i c a t i o n s , an i nd epe n dent
review, an independent examination o f what is b est for t h e
state, what is best for the public, what is best for the general
citizenry i s what we need t o h a v e . The system we have in place
is inadequate. It has not worked appropriately. The o r i g i n a l
b i l l we h ad i n 1979 I t hink would have worked much better.
We' ve had, since 1981, a fractured system and one t hat I h ave
been disappointed in as much as you have. B ut we have a wa y a n d
a means to improve that system right now, but one of the worst
things we can do is make the change t hat i s p r opo se d by n o t
i nc l ud in g t h e l i s t that I think is important and fundamental.
In addition to the Nedical Center decision that has j u st be en
a nnounced, you know , about the Bergan Nercy case, that will be
determined next week and Bergen Nercy obviously is very much
behind this legislation and wants to see the Legislature make
the determination of whether or not they should be al l owe d t o
provide fo r open - h e a r t s ur g e r y . Again, are we the body to make
that decision? Are we the people competent to understand its
i mpl i c a t i o n s f o r t h e other hospitals, for the citizens, to
understand what is best in terms of quality and cost in the area
of open-heart sur g e r y ' ? And my answer. i s , no , I d on ' t t h i n k
we' re the right people to make that decision as we were not the
right people to make the decision on the Nedical Center a s t o
its appropriateness. And so, again, I emphasize to you that
h aving an o u t s i d e r eview process p l ay s a r o l e , serves a f un c t i on
and has to be maintained. But what we' ve tried to do here under
this bill I think is reasonable up to the point of the list and

4181'


