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increased expenditures and lowered quality and I think t hat i s
not the direction we want to take with health care in Nebraska.

S PEAKER BARRETT: Tha n k y o u . S enator L y n ch . The q u e s t i o n h a s
b een ca l l e d . Fi v e h an d s ? Yes, I do. Shall debate cease?
Those in fa v o r v o t e a y e , o pposed nay . Pl ea s e r e c o r d .

CLERK: 25 eyes, 0 nays, Nr. President, to cease debate.

S PEAKER BARRETT: D e b at e c e a ses . Senator Wesely, for closing.

S ENATOR WESELY: T h an k y o u . Nr. Speaker, members, I' ve tried to
go through a l ittle bit of the philosophy here. I know most
people have made up their mind before they ever c ame to th e
floor to hear the debate on this issue what they' re going to do,
and I can see that. But,again, for the record, my thought is
clearly that we open up the door and wil l a l l ow wi t ho u t t h i s
amendment the chance for not only Bergan Mercy to come in and
have the open-heart surgery that they want, but just about any
hospital in the state could come in and move into open-heart
surgery. Do y o u w a nt t h at ? Do you want ev e r y body ab l e t o d o
that? Do they have the skills and quality assurances that you' d
want to see happen to have that across the state'? I t h i n k i t ' s
a wonderful thing to t r y and p r ov i de t he se servi ce s an d
opportunities to people, but there has also g ot t o b e a
realization that the consumer out there, the public out there is
unable to determine who is good and wh o i sn ' t goo d , who i s
expensive and who isn't expensive at these things and without
the data and information, they' ve got to count on u s t o mak e
sure that people out there are doing the job and doing it well.
And I know there is cases and there have been c ases o f peopl e
t hat hav e n ' t h ad the experience and move into these areas and
they don't do a good job, lives are lost, lives are h armed a n d
you' re just opening up the door to allow more people to get into
very t echn i c a l , d i f f i cu l t a reas , t r an s p l a n t s , open-hear t
surgery , n eonatal c ar e , all difficult and very exp e n s i v e and
very important operations and services. And we ought t o b e ab l e
to have some control and oversight to make sure that people move
into these new areas are going to do a good job and that they
don't diminish the quality and the cost involved with o t he r
o perat i ons now go ing o n , other hospitals and what they are doing
and b y no t havi ng the review you open up the door and don' t
allow that weighing of the situation. Now if somebody wants to
move in these areas and feels it's important for their hospital
or their area of the state, they can make appl i c a t i o n and t he
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