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i nt o open- h e ar t su r ger y or cardiac catheterization or
angioplasty you' re dealing with a very delicate, difficult
operation. You need to have skills and ability. There i s a
cost to set up these operations. The surgery itself is very
difficult and you can't have just everybody anywhere doing these
t h ings . I t i s i n ef f i c i en t , bu t i t ' s a l so d a n g e r ou s i f y ou have
everybody p r ov i d i ng these se r v i c es and t h e y d on ' t h ave
repetition, the quality diminishes and you have a difficult time
in trying to provide the kind of care that we want for our
citizens. In add ition you have a number of other things that
I ' l l g o t h r o u g h . I guess my time is running out , b u t I
certainly want to get into the real main event here and that is
the issue of what list is provided for review and what can we do
to try and see that new services are reviewed by the state.

S PEAKER BARRETT: T i m e . Thank you . Di scu s s i on , S e n a to r C o nway.

SENATOR CONWAY: ( Response inaud i b l e . )

SPEAKER BARRETT: S e n a t o r E lme r .

SENATOR ELMER: Th ank you ve ry much. We' re dowr. to t he ba s i c
issue, should we require a new service even if it has z ero, z e r o
costs, if it is a new service offered by a hospital, must it go
through a certificate of need? I say no . W e a r e b a c k t o what
Senator Baa ck re f er r ed t o as h av e and "have n o t s " . I n Sena t o r
Wesely's own handout it states rural hospitals are struggling.
They are have nots. Wi th the innovative new mobile s erv i c e s
that extend far beyond just the CAT scan they c an o f f e r t h ose
services on a once a week basis for their resident doctors to
use at no cost to the hospital. Why should that go t hrough a
lengthy certificate of need? Why should a h o s p it a l i n a l a r g e r
area have the freedom to come in to a hearing and object and put
a stop to that service being offered at a mor e c onveni e n t
hospital for our rural citizens? Why should they have to pay
more? I say we don't need a list. If, in fact, the service is
going to cost more than the $900,000 in capital expenditure or
the 500,000 in increased operational costs to administer and run
the program, yes, then it would have the certificate of n e ed.
But it i s un reasonable to require these people that are not
going to spend any additional money t o go t h r ou gh t h i s
certificate of need. Senator Wesely has addressed quality as
one of the questions of certifxcate of need. Quali t y i s n ot
something that you l ook a t bef o r e y ou start the service.
Certificate of need is a service entry point. The quality is
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