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started in on the discussion on this measure. I t does a num ber
of things, some of them already adopted by Senator Baack. Firs t
off, there are technical amendments to the bill that were
necessary and those that 'I have are similar, well essentially
t he sa me a s S e n a to r B a ack ' s . There is one additional item not
of controversy that would be added, but otherwise that is not of
controversy. Another change in this amendment deals with the CT
scanners and takes them and puts them on a nonsubstantive review
off of the list that had originally been proposed to allow f or
some review but not have them go through a full formal review.
In addition, the capital expenditure provision in this amendment
is 1.2 million. Senator Baack has already offered that a nd s o
that is incorporated. Where we have the conflict then is two
points. The capital expenditure minimum for a new service and
the list on what will be reviewed as a new service. Now Senator
Baack has already moved from 1.5 million down to 900,000, but
from the other perspective we' re at zero right now. That i s t o
s ay an y new serv i c e wo u l d be re v i e w ed und e r t he cu r r en t
provisions of the law, and so we' re going from zero to $900,000.
The other way to look at it is we' re g oi n g down f r om 1 . 5 t o
9(0,000 . You c an argue i t bot h wa y s . I think $900,000 is
simply too high a figure for the new service. One of the charts
I have passed out indicates that we hav e t he new serv i c e
reviewed in other states and that many have any new service
r eviewed in Nebraska . I t i s l i st ed a " . h e i n g $280,000 a n d t he
other services are basically in that range. I'm suggesting that
we raise that to $500,000 versus going clear up to $900,000, but
what this does essentially though is amend the current amendment
which i s at $50,000, so we go from 50 to $500,000 and then I
think we' ll have this amendment in the shape it needs to be t o
be further considered. So I'd be glad to discuss that further
b ut I t hi nk a t t h i s po i nt i t i s an at t em p t on my pa r t t o b e
somewhat compromising on this. The Department of Health would
l i k e t o s e e a $ 5 0 , 0 00 figure. I don ' t k now that that is
reasonable, but I think 500,000 certainly is, so I'd ask for
that amendment to be adopted.

SPEAKER BARRETT: T hank y o u. Di scus si o n on t he We se l y
amendment, pleas~, Senator Elmer, followed by Senator Baack.

SENATOR ELNER: Thank y ou , Nr . P re si d e n t , members, I rise in
objection to this amendment. Y ou k no w t he change s in
l i censures , t he change s in professional reviews, ongoing
operational reviews by the Department of Health for all o f t h e
nursing care, hospital c are units in t h e s tate k eep t h e s e
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