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but is one we cannot ignore and mus t addr e s s , and t he o n e
initiative that we have before us at this time, the certificate
of need initiative, one that we have to recognize plays at least
a role in trying to contain health care cost and n e ed s t o be
changed and improved but can't be weakened or gutted to a point
where it is not effective any longer in d ealing with t ho se
problems of. duplication of services and excessive expenditures
b eyond what i s r ea s onable . Now I know as we go through this and
talk about the amendments, that there will be an easy and a hard
way for y o u t o g o . . .

SENATOR HANNIBAL: One minute.

SENATOR WESELY: ...and the easy way will be for you t o v o t e
against this amendment and perhaps some other amendments because
I can tell you, and I know the lobby has got a number of
representatives there from the hospital, n ursing homes, per h a ps
the physicians. They are very much in agreement and want to see
the bill go through as it is, although we' re continuing to
negotia te . The Department of H ealth and t h e h e al t h an d
i nsurance i n du st r y cares about thi s q u estion, b ut a r e
neutralized and unable to participate in helping us t o con t a i n
the costs of health care and get involved in this issue, and who
is l e f t on t h e ot h er s i d e '? Well, that's us really, representing'
the consumers, the public, the taxpayers of this state. That i s
who we are here to represent, that is who we are here to try to
serve and i n m y es t i ma t i o n t h i s b i l l i s inadequate in meeting
the conc e r ns o f t h e consumers, the public and the t a xp a y e r s
because it too far weakens the certificate of need process and
with reasonable amendments which I am offering at this time we
c an get b ack t o a change i n t h e b i l l that improves the
legislation and still maintains the oversight we need on this
very important matter.

SENATOR HANNIBAL: T hank y o u, Se n a to r Wesely . Be f or e we
p roceed, I under st a n d we will have a n am endment t o t h e
amendment, but, Mr. Clerk, do you have anything for the record?

CLERK: Mr. President, Senator, just one item, S enator Li nd s a y
would like to add his name to LB 325 as co-introducer. (Seepage 1681 of t h e L e g i s l a t i v e J o u r n a l . ) That's all that I have,

SENATOR HANNIBAL: Senator Wesely, would you care to recess us
for th e n o on h o u r ?
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