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happeni ng here, frankly, is that they pushed for too much
are asking to go too far at this tinme and weakening certlflcalye
of need, and | understand the viewpoint of g few senators in
here that don't like certificate of need at all, but I hope the
maj ority of people recognize the role certificate of need has

played and can play in containinghhealth care costs and

mai ntai ning quality of health care in the State of Nebr aska.
Let me run through qui ckly some of the charts | have passed out

and | hope you' Il have a chance to read sone of these and | know
we're going to break for lunch and you' Il all have |ots of time
then to take a look at all these wonderful materials, but if you
| ook, you' Il see that jin the one chart I' ve got that in 1960
this country spent about $27 billion on health care. It s
estimated that that will approach $750 billion next year
sometime, quite an increase, a tremendous increase, an jncrease
approachlng 680percent in about 30 years. You'll also see

anot her chart that shows how the percent of the gross npational
product for health care has increased froma figure in let' s
see, in 1960 of about 5.2 to a doubling of that in “ine current
time to about 10.4 and will beover Il percent and approachi ng
12 percent of our GNP this year or next. You'll glsg se
anot her chart showi ng the Iine going up dramatlcally internms 0
the percent of our gross national product going to health care
cost . You' Il also see another chart showing the annual
Increases In cost and, again, the hospitals particularly have
i ncreases, but all health care providers are having substanti al

increases in cost. You' |l see that hospital care is 39 percent
of the overall cost of health care and you' Il also see another
breakdown of how that is paid for. vyou' ||, | think, be abI eto

identify a number of other pieces of information. ne the
things that is kind of interesting on the materials | passed out
is looking at other countries you' |l see that our GNP percentage
of now about 11 percent is much higher than other countries.
Britain is, down to 6.2 percent and Sweden is g g9 percent and
others are in between. W spend, as a percent of gross national
Product, quite a bit nmore than those countries. \wealso spend
ess fromthe government than those other countries. They have
much more nationalized health care programs G0|ng on yOU ||
see that enployers are experienci ?trenen OUS jncreases
health insurance costs and we' re suffering tremendous |ncreases
privately amd publicly on health insurance to cover our
enpl oyees. And finally, you 1l also see that other changes in
the past to contain costs and reduce hospitalization paye been
effective. ~ You' Il see a tremendous decrease in patient days.
In the case in Omha, for instance, from '82to '88 you'll see
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