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part of the Hefner amendment. Senator Lowel l J o hnson, fol l owed
by Senators Nelson and Morrissey.

SENATOR L. J OHNSON: I will go now. Nr. Speaker and members of
the Legislature, thank ,".»u for allowing me to make a c ouple of
remarks on LB 325. I am pleased to join Senator Hefner and the
other co-sponsors on this bill, s eeking y o u r supp o r t f o r t h e
purposes of the amendment. We certainly aren't arguing that
plastic has no place in our society. LB 325 o n ly see ks t o
eliminate some of the negative aspects of plastics uses. Naking
plastic products more environmentally benign would, in fact,
enhance its status in our society. The growing nuisance and the
environmental threat posed by accumulating plastics in o ur
landfill is obvious to anyone.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Excuse me, Senator J ohnson. (Gavel. ) The
members will please desist. Senator Johnson is entitled t o be
heard. Proc e ed.

SENATOR L. J OHNSON: T h ank y ou, Nr . S p e a ker . You don' t h a v e t o
be a PHD or have a PHD in environmental science t o be al ar m ed
and even ashamed of our blowing plastic debris or to understand
that disposing of plastic waste is an extremely expensive
enterprise and one that is growing more impossible each day. We
no longer have the luxury of dumping everything into a hole in
the ground. We can't even dig a hole deep e nough to hold i t
anymore. To adopt the amendments without the modifications
Senator Hefner is proposing would be a tragic waste of our time
today and would show a total disregard for the progress made to
develop biodegradable plastics. We have the Governor' s r e search
initiative, private research investments, contributions from the
Corn Development and Utilization Board and some o f our be st
universit y res e a rchers engaged in solving problems associated
with solid waste disposal. A very significant amount of money
and c r e a t iv e ene rg y has been directed towards this effort.
Frankly, if we are not going to recognize some of the results of
our dedicated research efforts, perhaps we had ought to give the
farmers back some of their checkoff funds. It would be a cruel
and demoralizing trick to play on those we have encouraged to
develop degradable plastic technologies to tell them we ar e n ' t
going to use what they have to offer. None of us, I think,
would argue that there will not be some costs associated with
converting our society to the use of degradable plastic products
but there are also costs involved in not moving ahead. Nany of
our plastic containers in use today will be ar o und f or
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