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the bill. It is wthdrawn, Senator Wsely. We're back tg a
di scussion of the bill now. Senator Dierks, followed by Senator
Wesel y. Senat or Di erks, please. Senator Wésely, we' Il goto
you for discussion on the bill.

SENATORWESELY: Thank you, Nr. Speaker. | would like to foll ow
up on Senator Kristensen's coments to Senator Smith. The
situation that Senator Kristensen talked apout | think wa

reflective of what the circunstance was before ?%e Supr enme kCour

deci sion a year acro, but since that tine | think there is a
different scenario that plays out right now. ang for all of
you, I'mno attorney and so I'mgoing to do the best’ |~ .44 in
sinple terms to describe what | understand the circunstance.

But you have a child conme to the court in a nunber of (jfferent
categories, a status offender, other...let mesee here,
dependent, neglected, status offender. Okay, they come g the
court, the court says, | want that child to be a state ward and
provi ded services that they need. And so they send the child to
the Department of Social Services and say, | want you {5 help
this child, it's a state ward, and they make that decision, they
have the authority. The department takes the child, determ nes
what the best course of actionis to help the child. They
report back to the judge. The judge now in npst cases says,

fine. But every once in a while they say, don't like it, (ather
see themin a different situation. Sothe judge has the pawer

now to say, | don't want that child to be a State ward anynore.

I'"mgoing to make that child a county ward. And, as a count

judge, then...as a ccunt)() tward, they can determ ne exactYy
u

whatever placenent is nade the county pays oy it because

they're a county judge, a county decision, i i
it's the right degijsi ong at the right level of gcoovugrtXn'Eﬁalyl, n%a'itd

for by the right level of government. That's fine. \Whatthe
court said in the Suprene Court decision is you can't have ipjg
éudge over here making a decision binding on the executive

ranch of state government determining, what t hat s% ate
ward...how that state ward will be placed by the Departnent of
Social Services. They said you can't do that it s
unconstitutional . For Senator Coordsenand everybody, Senator
Bernard-Stevens, everybody concerned about Senator Smitnjs
unconstitutional amendnent, then you ought to vote against this
bill because it's blatantly wunconstitutional based qn . n
Attorney General'sOpinion and a Suprenme Court ruling that ]use}
came out . Now the way this could be handled, | _think
constitutionally, is that you have again thecourt saying, |
want this child a state ward. The State Department of Social
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