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body position on the Smth anmendnent, al though again
understan that she's trying to find a conpronise to tghls I
woul d feel that in all areas ere law js addressed that the
couxts ~are, in fact, the final, binding authority that a
citizen review panel woul d be jus exactly that, it ould have
absolutely no authority to change or nodify plans either of the
court, nor of a state agency. | would share With you some
comments out of a letter from Judge John P. nogle ere h
coments on a conversation with Nr. Hunter Hurst of gh VY\BIIOHB.

Center for Juvenile Justice in Pittsburgh, pennsylvania, wlere
he says Nr. Hurst advised me that a plurality of the states have
now embarked in a programwhich allows the initial treatnent
decisions for a child placed in a state agency (5 pe mde by
that agency. However, he advised ne that all other & al
other states have some form of procedural due process V\ﬁic " can
linit or cap the au. hority of the state agency Andthen he
goes on to state how they provide, in gnpe or the ther,
recourse for an aggrieved party through t e courts to contest
pl acenent decisions on the part of that state agency. gq while
| respect Seator Spmith, | certainly cannot support he
arg%ndgent, and | would give the renainder of ny tine to Senator
Abboud.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Abboud

SENATOR ABBOUD: Nr . President y C0||eagues thank you, Senator

Coordsen, for allowing nme a few minutes of your time. | rise
also in opposition to this particular amendmen i we'r
going to have torealizethat really there is no md(ﬂe groun

on this particular issue. And | think it's a bit unfortunate
that the Department of Social Services has becone involved in
the decision-making power, which | feel should have been
always...should have peen and should have renmined in th-.
courts. It really. .it's aninteresting situation that we' re
tal king about, because at least with the judicial systemyou do
have some review. | recall we had a juvenile ]ud? in_ Douglas
County a number of years ago who was not well |kedq by a ITarge
group of...a large contingency of individuals that had a lot
reviews before the juvenile justice system arid that articul ar
judge was voted out of office because gf his beliefs on how
children should be taken care of. That shows, | believe, that
the system does work.  Taking care of children in our somety is

probably one of the nore controversial areas that th fourt
system has to deal with, but at |east we do have account abi

and the accountability is in theformof voting the judges out
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