April 12, 1989 LB 182

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Smith. (Gavel.)

SENATOR SNITH: Thankyou, Nr. Speaker. | offer this anendnent
to LB 182. | believeihat some of the things that Senator
Wesely said | believe in very nuch. | support his concerns. |

think that part of the problem s in fact, that we have
departnents, we have the judicial system who are supposedly

acting in the best interests of these péople. But you have
conflicts, you have all the problens that erupt, you al 50 have a
lack of staff, and | really pelieve that s true, in the
Departnent of Social Services, which makes it very difficult for
themto deal with the issue. Nyamendment, on age 3, line 17
woul d strike, beginning with the word "three" tﬁrough the peri od
in line 25, and insert these words, '@ six-nenber panel
appoi nted by the Governor and confirnmed by the Legislature. The
menber ship shall include a judge, a county attorney,

psychiatrist, social worker, clinical psychologist and a citizen
at |large. The board shall elect a chairman fromits nmenbership

annual ly." On page 4 you wou)d strike g|| of line 1 through
line 10, andon page 5, line 4, strike beginning with th~ second
"the” through the period and insert "chairman of the juvenile
revi ew panel appointed in Section 2". |t strikes references to

the panel sitting judicially, and it has a request to convene
theTp_aneI be filed with the clerk of the court, who then
i

notifies the chairman of the panel. Those are the changes. The
main part is the menmbership of the panel itself. | would ask
the body to support this. |'d like to have sone discussion on

it to see if there is enough interest in this amendnent or not.
Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. To the Smith amendnent, Senator
Dierks, would you care to speak to the amendment? Senator
Haberman, to the amendnent. Sepator Abboud, would you care to
speak to the amendment? Senator Wesely, followed by Senator
Ber nar d- St evens on the amendnent .

SENATORWESELY: Thank you, Nr. Speaker, menbers. | would rise
in support of the amendnment and caution you, though, that it

does not solve ny concerns conpletely. |t at |east recogni zes
the inequity and unfairness of the systemset up under this

bill. ~See, the problemisthat the whole bill is  clearl
slanted toward giving judges and the court systemthe fi na? sgy

on what happens to these children. It isn't attenpting to be
fair to provide that independent review that has been called for
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