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up in the air, if you take a look at it. And yet I questioned
the basis f o r those numbers, because I think, from my
understanding of this issue, that frankly very few disputes are
going to be resolved in this manner and I think even with the
specific section that seems to be attributed to the bulk of the
cost, but here again I think it's very unlikely that you would
see those kinds of costs occur. In fact, I think the assumption
there is that if somehow we pass this bill that every judge in
the world is going to go crazy an d sh u t ev e r y k i d up i n a
psychiatric hospital and I guess I h a v e mo re f a i t h i n our
judicial process than that. So I think that that note can very
well be questioned and, in fact, should be questioned. I
visited with a number of judges after seeing that saying, good
grief, does this really mean what it says? I have been ass u r e d
that it does not. Another reason that I might have been
concerned about this bill at one point was in some c a se s i t ' s
been alleged that this bill will undermine the very purposes of
the Family Policy Act, 637, which, of course, was my p riority
bill a couple nf years ago. I don't think that's the case
either. Obviously,we don't want to send a lot of kids back to
psychiatric hospitals and inappropriate places. I f I t h ou g h t
this was going to do that, I would be standing up here r an t i ng
a nd r a v i n g t he o t her w a y . But I'm not convinced that is the
c ase and, i n f ac t , although I st i l l hav e p l e n t y o f frustrations
with how quickly we' re moving the direction we want to go, that
some of yo u h ave r a n t e d and r a ved he re o n the floor today, I
believe that some of our best allies out there are, in fact. in
the judicial system. We' ve had a lot of help from t hose f o l ks
in trying to move down the road and trying to refine better
services for children. So I just have to put aside t hos e
c oncerns f or right now. I don 't think that t h ey a r e
justifiable. So I would take in particular that cost provision
with more than a grain of salt. Let me also say, though, that
I'm not going to stand up here and bash the Department of Social
Services, frustrated though I get, once in a while, too because,
as some of you others have said, Senator Crosby sa i d i t v e r y
well , . . .

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR SCOFIELD: . ..this is no easy job that those folks have.
The child protective service workers out there, in particular,
have a very. very difficult time. I think what this issue
really says is not only do we have this problem right here with
how to resolve disputes, but we have a system yet in this state
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