April 12, 1989 LB 182

bill

SPEAKER BARRETT Thank you. Senator Schmt , f ol | owed by
Senat or Scofi el d.

SENATOR SCHM T: M. President and nenbers, it's not very often
t hat | di sagree with Senator Wesely in anarea where children
are involved, but | do disagree with himin this instance. nd
.1 know that he has spent a lot of tine on this area and has
devoted a consi derabl e ambunt of his waking effort to trying to
inprove the |ot of children. Byt | do believe that sonetines,

and this is not just a peculiarity of this agency but other
agenci es, but | do believe that sonetines there needs to be sone

different kind of action taken that m ght be considered to be
remedi al and, hopefully, supportive, in fact, of the departnent.
I do not condemm the departnent, | do not know enough about ihe
operation of the departnent to do so, or to be critical. But |
have had, as others have nmentioned here today, some concerns and
some conplaints and, in ny instance, it boils down to t{he fact
that | have | suppose to go onrecord in support of the county
court system in this instance, to protect the children. It is
not normal, of course, that we concern ourselves with the
i medi acy of a problemas nmuch as it is in this case. In this
case, you have the lives ofchildren, manytimes very small
children, that are at stake, and these children are in their
formative years and the treatnent or lack of treatment that t%ey
receive can bE_! very, very crucial to their devel opment as they
grow up. | believethat notwithstanding the often tinmes ood
intentions of the departnment, | believe that the gl scipline tqhat
goes with the court systemMcan be helpful. Senator Nelson
mentioned the cost, and | believe, and again |'mnot certain of
it, maybe Senator Wesely or someone fromthe Appropriations

Committee can conment on it, | w sh they woul d, | believe the
cost that is mentioned here is nore than twi ce the amount of
money that is presently being spent on these programs. If
that"s not true, | hope that | can be corrected. Byut| do want
t o point out that | think this is a critical bill, | think the
bill does signify a change in direction, a change ip
responsi bility and one which I think we ought to try. | would
hope that we would not indefinitely postpone the bill. Again,

as | said this norning, it's a new program, a new method of
addressing this issue, and | think it's one which we need to
address, and in this instance | believe that we have to renenber
that the individuals we are trying to protect have no one to
speak for themselves and, in this case, lbelieve that | would
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