April 12, 1989 LB 182

we have to wait until we get deadl ocked on an issue befor
either side will ever decide that we need to sit down and tal
and conpronmi se and do what is best.

e
k
SPEAKER BARRETT: One mi nute.

SENATOR SM TH: .. .forthose we were set up to serve. | find
this terribly frustrating. I' ve been frustrated over and over
inmy district with this issue, dealing with cases, with
problenms the deoartnent has nmi shandl ed in the eyes of everyone
except the department, and trying to reach some kind of
resolution, and we never seemto. get answers back, | get
letters. Once in awhile | get a letter fromthe Director of tThe
Departnent of .Social services justifying whythey rnmde the
decision they made. But it still is contrary Yo everything that
inny mind says this is the way.  they' re wong, this is the way
it should have been instead, or at [east it wasn't accurate in
what they shoul d have been doi ng. Once in awhile they admit
they made a mistake, but that's as far as it goes. Sol oppose

the |PP notion. | don't know, as | said, | trenmendously supf)ort
182 in its current form and naybe we need to vvork on this bi a

little bit. But I"mgoing to stick with this e t
the only way we' re going to nake any progress, genat or %sel
inthis area, and it's crucial that we do this.

SPEAKER BARRETT:  Thank you. The nenber from I nperial,
Haberman. Senator Crosbyy on deck. i Senator

SENATOR HABERNAN: Nr. President, members of the bad

going to wait to unload about the nmental health team an8 gorre op
the other problens we have on the pjj| . But right now I'm
opposing the indefinite postpone motion. As| understand, all

of the states in our immediate area place the responsibility
with the care and placenent of juveniles with the juvenile court

jhudge. In addressing the unconstitutionality letter that we
ave before us, | amassured that we can fix what is brought up
and what is wong by changing a statute, asif they're domg |t
in other states, |'msure we can arrange to do it hére. Now

the position paper of the Social Services on LB 182, dated
Narch 10, which you have in front of you, it was prepared by t he

Director of the Department of Social Services. And, as has been
stated before, it's a case involving a two-year-old who had been
i nappropriately spent six weeks at a |ocked psychiatric hospital

and was given as an exanple of inappropriate care.

upon questioning about this case the departnment admitted tWat 't
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