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from a judge in Hastings about the actions of the Departmer t of
Soci al Services. | don't know who to blanmefor this, gndthat
is what is hard about jt. You talk to someone gt the
top...first you start at the |ocal |evel, Witr tP _peopl e at the
local level, and you try to talk to the local o ?I ge, you can’ t
get anyt hi n?.there because you' re supposed to talk to the
regional office. Talk to the regional office, they end up
bringing in the state. The state sends sonmeone out, you talk to
them not hi ng happens, nothing changes. |'ve been working on
case with them on another issue with the Mary Lanning Hospitg)
because it's so inmportant that we have the internediate kind
care that they are talking about here with the transition from
children frompsychiatric, drug kinds of care, e transitioned
out into the community. We want very badly.  they tell ne they
want very badly for us to establish such a home gzt that | ocation
in central Nebraska, and yet it took a year of working on the
contract, basically, | mght even be wrong on that, it' s
probably longer, with no results, until | finally got involved,
we sat down together. Supposedly, they' ve been trying to talk
this out for nonths since that time, and nowl' ve recently
gotten another letter and they' re back to square one again.
seens as though there is sonmewhere in one of these articles that
I was | ooki ng at here, | guess it's a letter that | have from
famly who are so upset about the way their child was handl eg.
VWhen they asked for help, basically, what they said was instead
of showing us help lines they drew battle lines, andthey took
over this child' s placement because the parents had no recourse,
and against the wishes of nmany people who are 550 experts not
just the department has an expert status, youknow, in these
inds of affairs. They overruled and did what they thought ¢
right, which was totally, in the eyes of all these other people,
wrong.  Now wheredo we.. how do we decide who is right and who
is wong here? | guess we shouldn't spend as nuch tinme worrying
about which of these departments has control, gg ov?r why can't
e.

we resolve this issue on behalf of our young peop What has
happened in our society and in our state, because I'm g, e t's
not just true of Nebraska. we||, we have a systemwhich is set

up for the benefit of people and whic does everythin except
benefit people in the end, at a trenendous cost to all of us and
to their lives. | can't say that | think this bill is perfect,
but at |east probably |I'd say that we' re pgkij ng an effort to
look at this whole issue, and it's tinme we | ooked at this issue.
| think that the Department of Social Services has now conme out
with alternative proposals to it, fromwhat | | nderstand here
you know, maybe that should be | ooked at. It's unfortunate that
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