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that?

it's a good opportunity for us to see if something like this
would work and help them clear up the backlog and actually work
toward perhaps an appeal system, a middle court system that
v >uld eventually take care of something like domestic problems
~r d i v o rc e c a ses and s o on , which are in somewhat maybe a
separate c a t e g o ry . So , t han k y o u .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Korshoj .
SENATOR KORSHOJ: Nr. Speaker and members, I would like to ask a
question of Senator Kristensen, then he can have the rest o f my
time. You keep bringing up the district court judges and it
brings up a s ubject I'm very interested in. What is their
backlog'? How much work do t h e y h a v e? I t ' s m y under s t a nd i n g
that there are lots and lots of district court judges that can
do their work in a three-hour day. Is there any statistics on

SENATOR KRISTENSEN: Well, I 'm n ot p r e p a re d t o g i ve y ou
stat i s t i c s o n e a c h d i st r i ct j udg e . I t h i n k i t d epe nd s o n wh i ch
area t hat he ' s c ov e r i n g . I would dispute that some of them can
get their work done in a three hour day. A lot of my d istrict
judges spend a good share of their day traveling across a very
broad district, just to get to hear those cases. A nd they ma y
spend t w o hour s a day traveling, just to get there and back.
The bottom line question that I think you' re really a sking i s ,
do they have the time...

S ENATOR KORSHOJ: Y e a h .

SENATOR KRISTENSEN: ...the real busy ones, do they have the
time to get there? The way this is designed i s t h at t h ey ' l l
probably take, during the next year and a half, they' ll probably
serve one month during that period of time to come down here and
serve. That would be assuming all of them were asked. T hey a l l
don' t have to t ake the time. The District Judges Association
got together and decided that, yes, we' re willing to make t h at
sacrifice and do that. On a long-term basis that is not, you
know over the long run we want those people at the trial l eve l ,
and we want to keep them there.

SENATOR KORSHOJ: But is there any statistics on what their case

SENATOR KRISTENSEN: There is, I just don't have them off the

l oad i s ?
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