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i o l e r a t e d .

that there is similar legislation in Ninnesota and she gave this
account, after talking with an advocate in Ninnesota, to show
the difference between the way white people and b l a c k peop l e
charged with the same kind of offense were treated. On Nonday
mornings in Hennepin County, Ninneapolis, over 25 t o 30
b atte r er s a r e a r r ai g n ed . They are usually half white and half
men of color in a community that has 15 percent people of color.
The men of color often have c h i p pe d t ee t h , b lack ey e s and
bruises that they got from the police. T hey got t h e s e b r u i s e s
from the police for the same reasons their partners got t hei r
bruises. She got it because she is a woman. H e got i t b eca u s e
he is a man of color. Our issue is not only a battered woman' s
c ause i ss u e , i t ' s a p o l i c e brut a l i t y i s sue . We wil l n o t
tolerate police in our community going out a nd do i ng som eone
e lse ' s violence. We mu s t j oi n wi t h pe o p le o f co l o r i n r ai s i n g
the issue that they have been raising for years about police
brutality. Vio lence in any form is assault and must not be

SPEAKER BARRETT: Ti m e h a s exp i r ed . S enator L y n ch , p l e a s e .

SENATOR LYNCH: (Nicrophone not activated) ...the first three
minutes of my time to Ernie so he can finish his.

. .

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h an k y o u . Senator Chambers.

SENATOR CHANBERS: T hank you, Senato r L y n c h . There h as b e en a
recent out cr y i n N inneapol i s bec a u s e of police br utality
directed against nonwhite people. ' I don ' t wa n t t h i s b i l l t o be
viewed by them as the Legislature telling them, w e know what y o u
h ave been do i ng , w e en d o r s e what y o u ' r e do i ng , w hat y o u' r e
doing. To ensure even further than what my remarks might do
because they won't be aware of the transcript, there are t wo
provisions in the bill that exempt these officers from criminal
and l i a b i l i . . . cr i m i n a l a n d c i v i l l i ab i l i t y fo r w ha t t h ey ma y be
do'ng under the provisions of this act. I told Senator Pirsch I
won't try to do anything about that provision on General, but
between now and Select she said she would talk to the people who
wanted that provision in. And I w i l l ma k e i t c l e ar I wi l l t r y ,
on Select, to get rid of that language because we don't put it
i n b i l l s t h at au t h o ri z e p o l i c e t o do o t h e r t h i ng s . And if that
stays in, then my ability to support the bill would be placed in

S PEAKER BARRETT: S e n a t o r L y n c h .

s erious doubt .
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