
A pri l 1 2, 19 8 9 LB 330

Senator Pirsch, on the bill.

SENATOR P I R SCH: - Thank y o u , Nr. Cha i r m an. LB 3 30 i s a
restraining order revision. I n 197 8, Nebr as k a passe d
legislation to a~sist victims of domestic violence in obtaining
temporary restraining orders . These or der s a re ex t r e m e l y
necessary for protection for many battered persons. Nebraska ' s
statute needs to be modified in order to provide the protection
that was originally intended in this legislation. I n i t s
present form, these orders are not readily available and are
rarely enforced. E x isting policies,as reflected in the state
statutes, prevent appropriate law enforcement response and offer
little to no protection to victims of domestic v io lence . L;
enforcement personnel, public and private attorneys, victims and
representatives of local Domestic Violence and Victim Witness
Programs have met several times over these past few months to
s uggest c hang e s . S uch cha n ges ha v e been s u c c ess f u l l y
implemented in many other states and s ome ar e Sout h Dakota,
Ninnesota, Wyoming and Iowa. We will have,w ith 330 , e a s i e r
availability of protection orders. It will also al l ow
enforcement of those protection orders so ever y o ne i n v o l v e d
knows that that protection order shall be followed through by
law enforcement. There is also penalties for violations as the
committee amendments also helped. With this easy availability
we woul d ens u r e t hat filing fees and service costs would be
waived if the applicant does not have the financial resources to
pay for these costs. The enforcement does have a l imi t e d t i me
of one year and the law enforcement is required to arrest if
probable cause for the violation of that order exists. And i t
would be easily available in the District Clerk's office and
available for law enforcement to check. With that, I urge the

SENATOR LANB: The Chair recognizes Senator Bernard-Stevens.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: T hank you, Nr . P re s i d en t , and members
of the body, Senator Pirsch did a good job in defining the
parameters of LB 330. On your desk you have a handout, a ctua l l y
a little booklet entitled "Working Together Toward a Violence
Free Future" and on the first page of that, for t hos e o f y ou
that are looking through and trying to figure out the. . .what t h e
guts of LB 330 actually consists of, the first page gives a
very, very thorough and I think a good review of what' s w ith i n
LB 330 . LB 330 , for the most part, is trying to correct a
situation that has developed, certainly unintentionally, but
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