April 12, 1989 LB 575

the State Boardof Education, I'mnot sure it's all that clear
cut about what type of conplaints will be limted through this
process and | raise that reservation and | think it needs to
further addressed and further studied and | nmay raise it again.

SENATOR LAMB:  The Chair recognizes Senator Crosby.

SENATOR CROSBY:  Thank you, Nr. President. |'mpleased to rise
i n support of LB 575. \_erten it first came to the Education
Committee because of it's initial origins | had some doubts
because, as nost of you know, | am an advocate for teachers 4,4
I think teachers need protection and other safeguards inour

statutes so that we don't harass them and don't have
frivolous lawsuits just because a student is upset about a grage
and so on. So |I'mvery p' eased that NSEA representatives and

Senator Barrett and Senator Wthemthat they got {ggether and
got the amendments straightened out. Byt what | Would like to
say, quickly, is this to start with. Dent i st's, ers and
doctors, within their own organizational prof essional an‘oe shi

have mechani snms for unprofessional conduct conplaints and that
kind cf thing and, in a way, teachers do not. have lawyers
to represent them but within their own or gani zatloX except  for
professional...for the Pprofessional Practices Comr ssion, they
don't have that kind of mechanism So | do think this
sinmplifies the nechanismw th the Departnment of Education com ng
into the picture. What we' re talking about this nmorning is

child abuse and teachers gare no different than other
bei ngs. | f thereis soneone who is taking advant age of a c'1!1

in a sexual way or any other way, then that person needs g, be
weeded out and we need to see to it that they are not in cont act
with children. W all know that teachers spend a lot of tine
with children and | want the best teachers with i40se children
and so do you. But, along with that, we need protection for the
majority of our teachers who are ethical, have highnoral
standards and teach with integrity every day and want to do ipe
best for those children. So | am pleased that the amendments
strai ghten some of those things out and I w support LB 575.
Thank you.

SENATOR LAMB: The Chair recogni zes Senator Lynch, followed by
Senat or Wthem

SENATOR LYNCH: Question.

SENATOR LANB: The question has been call ed. Do | see five
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