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what is proper professional conduct. You know, we're not
tal king abovt a dentist who fills a tooth and the filling comes
out or inproperly fits a set of dentures or things along those
lines that may be nonconpetent, that the dentist isn't as good
at practicing his profession as we would |ike, we're talking
about dentists that are, you know, illegally billing the
Medi care systemor dentists that are taking fjpproper |iberties
with their fenale patients and those types of things. \anted to
clarify that that's what we talk about here with Professional
Practices Commission in the area of teaching. W're talking
about unprofessional types of activities. We're not tal king
about general inconpetence. If you have a teacher who s
teachi ng students and is not getting the job done of hel ping the
young _B_eo_ple |l earn the subj ect matter, that is the
responsibility of the local Board of Education to deal with
that, going through the teacherevaluation process, the just
cause process if they have had the nunmber of years to cone under
the Continuing Contract Act, and to discharge those teachers,
that ought to be a |l ocal responsibility and they ought to be
doing that. If they are paying people a salary to teach young
peopl e and those young people are not learning and it'S the

fault of the teacher, those |ocal hoards of education ,ught to
be di scharging those teachers. That ought to be a | ocal
deci sion. General inconpetence then ought to be gt the | ocal
| evel . What wetre talking about with the PPC is unprofessional

actions, actions that are violating the trust that boards of
education and parents put in teachers by perform ng actions that
are of an unprofessional nature. And | think with the comm ttee
amendnents in this bill we're separating those two types of
distinctions. Keep in mnd, we' re not talking about a
person...if a person ought to be fired froma job, that ought to
be the | ocal Board of Education's responsibility. |fa person
is in the teaching field and they should not be teaching young

people anywhere in our state because of gross inproprieties,
that's the type of action the Professional Practices commission

ought to be involved in. That's the type of thing that we' re
tal king about doing here. Wwhat Senator Barrett is attenpting to
dois make it easier.. . easier to prosecute those types of
offens'es when they do come to light. | think what. . .with the
committee anendnments, particularly what Senator Barrett V¥1as here
is agood bill and | would urge the Legislature to support it.

SENATOR LAMB: The Chair recogni zes Senator Bernard- Stevens.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS:  Thank you, Nr. President. Senator
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