April 12, 1989 LB 575

comittee anmendnents.

SENATOR LAMB: The committee amendnents have been adopt ed.
Senator Barrett, on the bill.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you, Nr. President, and members, LB 575
is a bill which | have been working with since last sumrer with
the State Departnment of Education, as well as the Professional
Practices Comm ssion. The issue was brought to ny attention,
oh, last year, by a constituent and investigating further with
t he department and the PPC | found out that theywere g|so
interested in trying to correct some procedural problens in gy
current teacher disciplinary program Sowe continued to work
with those two different agencies and | have introduced the bill
at their request. Bri efly, LB 575 does two i
First of alﬂ, it gives the )Iljepartmant of Educatolront? geautt cl)PlgtSy
to investigate and prosecute conpl aints agai nst professionals to
whom certificates have been issued, and this is probably the
nost inportant part of the bill. Secondarily, it provides a
prestate board hearing for nonpublic school certificate holders
and then, finally, it sinply explains the difference between the
terms "revoke" and "suspend”. Thatis essentially the primary
sections of the bill . Currently, when there is a conplaint nade
against a public school teacher or an administrator in this
state, that conplaint goes to the Conmi ssioner of Education gnd
then the Professional Practices Comm ssion investigates that
conmpl aint and then the PPC either disnm sses or has a hearing and
then the conplainant, at that point, prosecutes, that is the
parent or the conplaining party has toprosecute. They will go
out and hire the attorney and go through ¢{he expense and the
time of that hearing and then the recomendation is nade to the
State Board of Education or whatever, suspension, dism ssal or

whatever. ~ Now, under 575, it starts the same way. The
complaint is nmade. The conplaint goes to the Conm ssioner of
Educati on, then to the Departnent of Education and that

department then investigates the conplaint and the Departnent of
Education can either disniss the conplaint at that point or they
can hold a hearing. The PPC will hold the hearing but the
Departnent of Education prosecutes, that's the only change, 5pq
then recommends...the State Board of Education can then revoke
or suspend or make a public reprimand or whatever. That'
essentiall y the bill. Ri ght now, the private citizen has to
present the state's evidence. The private citizen has to hire
the attorney, as | said, and that's often too tine consuning and
often too expensive and sonetines those conplaints go unattended
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