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semi-automatic rifles. In a letter that Sara Brady, the wife of
James Brady, the Presidential Press S ec r e t a r y , sent t o t he
Judiciary Committee just yesterday, it indicated that 91 percent
of Americans favored some r egula t i o n o r waiting period
regulation on the sale of hand guns. Law enforcement in the
State of Nebraska is unanimous in its support for reasonable gun
regulation. And a letter from the Kearney Police Department,
dated Narch 7th, to Chairman Chizek indicated his concern over
Initiative 403 and his concern that law enforcement will not be
able to effectively do i t s j ob beca u s e of I n i t i a t i ve 4 0 3 .
Another letter, dated March 9th, from the Nebraska A s s o c i a ti o n
of Chiefs of P olice to myself in which Franklin Valente, tI.
Chief of Police from the York Police Department said , I am a
strong supporter of law abiding and competent citizens, their
right to own and bear arms legally but if the wording of the
amendment, this being 403, remains a problem i n j u d i c i a r y
decisions, then I feel that it should b e r e p e a le d and p l ace d
befor e t h e vo t er s . The Martin...the Chief of Police of North
Platte, Nebraska, the same letter from him. Many s t at e s
throughout the country have implemented waiting periods and
police checks and permit regulations. Just recently, Virginia,
in the l ast couple o f w e e ks , a v e r y st r ong NRA s t a t e ,
implemented an instant c heck f o r t he pu r ch a s e of firearms.
Oregon is looking at or is in the process of passing a 15-day
waiting period for the purchase of firearms. S outh Dakot a h a s a
1 5-day wai t i n g p e r i o d . Missouri requires a permit from a
sheriff in order to purchase a firearm. I owa has a 1 0 t o 15 - d a y
waiting period for the p u rchase o f ha n d g uns . I n a r ec e n t
article concerning the NRA's action throughout the c ount ry , i t
was indicated that, quoting an official of the NRA, that the
Nebraska experience was an attempt or an effort by the NRA to, I
quote, "The NRA official noted that the vote in Nebraska for a
constitutional amendment affirming the right to keep and bear
arms is evidence of a larger movement for unrest r i c t e d gun
ownership. " The po i n t i s that the goals of t he NRA in
I ni t i a t i v e 4 0 3 an d what the people want are diametrically
opposed. I t hink all people in Nebraska, the vast majority of
N ebraskans want t o e n s u r e , as do I, the legitimate ownership and
the assurance o f t he legitimate ownership of firearms, the
collectors and the hunters and the sportsmen, that they have the
opportunity to possess firearms and to use those firearms as
they have traditionally done. And I al so b e l i ev e and w i l l
affirm the rights of individuals to possess hand guns in their
homes for their own safety. But, quite frankly, technology hasa dvanced way beyon d that traditional classic v iew t ha t

3972'


