
A pri l 1 1, 19 8 9 LB 739

CLERK: (Roll call vote taken. See pages 1646-47 of the
Legis l a t i v e J o u r n a l . ) 2 6 ayes, 1 5 n a ys , N r . Pre s i d e n t .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th e amendment passes .

CLERK: I have nothing further on the bill, Nr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: For discussion of the bill as amended, Senator
Wesely. The call is raised.

S ENATOR WESELY: Th a n k y o u , N r . Sp e a k e r . Just , ag a i n , ve r y
b ri e f l y , I do p l an to vote for this piece of legislation. I
th:nk it goes a long way in many areas to try and deal with the
i ncrease t h at we had on the income tax under 773. I think it
should be looked at as a vehicle for improvement to t he i n co me
t ax system. I thin k a c o u p l e of t h i ng s , i t i s i n ad e q u a t e
r el i e f , and t ha t i s w hy I am g o i n g t o be proposing additional
personal exemptions, and it is also not the fairest relief that
we could provide because we have not adjusted t he b r ack e t s t o
t he d e g r e e t ha t we s h o u l d t o p r ovi d e more equitable and
progressive income taxes. And, f r a n k l y , I t h i nk I am go i ng to
vote for th is b ill, in a large part, because it ' s a promise
kept, similar to Commonwealth. A promise w as m ade when 7 7 3 was
passed, a promise was made when Governor Orr was elected that
t axes would no t g o u p , and I think we ought to keep t hose k i n d
of promises. I didn't make those promises but, n ever t h e l e s s , I
feel bound by them in certain c ircumstances, and I see t h i s
s imi l a r t o Com monweal t h . We made a promise there and here we
made a promise and let's try and keep it. Only that promise to
be fulfilled needs to be at $26 million, not $18 m i l l i on . Ou r
own fiscal office indicated that, so in that regard, I wil l b e
back on S elect File with further amendments and, hopefully,we
can deal with this measure further at that time, but at this
point , I wi l l v ot e f or t h e b i l l an d h o p e t h a t y o u w i l l as we l l
so that we can further deal with the need for income tax relief.

S PEAKER BARRETT: S e n a t o r N c F a r la n d .

SENATOR NcFARLAND: T h an k y o u , N r , Spe a k e r . I am troubled by
this bill as you can well imagine. I perceive it as blatant
tokenism. It is not a promise kept. I t i s a con t i nu a t i on of
the deception of the people of our state that has existed here
since 1987 when LB 773 was implemented. It purports to address
a problem and provide tax relief when in reality only providing
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