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SPEAKER BARRETT: S e n a to r H a ll .

SENATOR HALI: Than k you, Nr. President. T hank you , S e na t o r
Bernard-Stevens. Nr. President and members, Senator Ha n n i b a l ,
excuse me , but gi v e me a br e a k , Ga r y , wi l l you? You know I
started out by offering the amendment and saying that it is the
only amendment that I intend to offer to the bill. You have go t
no good argument for the amendment so you, in essence, hassle me
or attack me because I offer it at the last minute. I f yo u w i l )
check, and check with any member of the Revenue Committee, I di
not support this issue when we discussed it. I did not support
t hi s i ss u e when we pu l l e d t w o p r o v i s i o n s o f t he bi l l ou t , a nd I
did not support advancing the bill to the floor. S o I a m c l e a n
all the way through. The issue of a handwritten amendment is
one where you say you strike Section 2. If that is difficult to
u nderstand , I g ue s s w e should adopt a rules amendment and say, a
rules change that only amendments that are written and posted in
the Journal for a day are amendments that we will listen to or
consider. The issue here is one of tax policy. We don' t e ve n
understard what we are doing with this provision but, yet, it is
in there for one reason and one reason only, a nd tha t i s b ec a u s e
it looks good. Now that is, you know, Senator Hefner, there i s
no reason t o i n t r od u c e a b i l l and i n t r od u c i n g a b i l l wou l d cost
a s much , p r ob a b l y , as the effect of this legislation for the
people that are going to benefit from it. This is not something
that is going to help the elderly, but we are going to use it as
an excuse or a reason for helping the elderly. I t i s t h e o n l y
p rovi s i o n o f t h e b i l l t ha t I wi l l n ot sup p o r t a t t h i s p oi n t , bu t
you don't want to give it good, fair discussion because you just
want t o r i de t he b i l l r i gh t a l on g . S o you use t h e e x c us e o f
hassl i n g t h e b i l l with a h andwritten amendment. That is
ridiculous. I mean, sit down, discuss the issue, and see i f i t
does what it purports to do. It does not. Find out about i t .
Check i t . See i f som ebody wh o h as a hundred , t w o h u n d r e d
thousand dollars of tax exempt bonds, and, y es , t h ey c ou l d b e
from outside the s tate because adjusted gross income is what
comes down from the federal, and those bonds are st ill tax
exempt at the federal level, whether th e y ar e N e b ra ska b o nds o r
not. The issue is one of is this good tax policy? I state that
it is not, that it does not help the very poor elder l y , t h os e
who do not even file tax returns,even though it pretends to.
This clearly is a charade. This is something that we should not
pass. We should not adopt this provision. We should adopt the
Hall amendment. It is already on the books. Next y ea r I d o
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