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SENATOR HANNIBAL: T h ank y ou , Nr . S p e a ker . I rise I guess to
oppose the amendment. I would have some comments,and Senator
Hall i s a b s o l u t e l y c o rr e c t . The elderly credit is a complicated
issue and I did try to look at some of the examples. It is also
a small amount in the bill. I would ris e and o p p os e t h e
amendment because I a m co ncerned that it is not a good-faith
amendment, number one, because it was o ffered v ery l at e ,
handwritten. I hadn 't seen it until I went up =o the Clerk' s
desk. It seems strange that that would happen, e specia l l y wh en
the Chairman of the Revenue Committee did vote for the committee
amendments which kept that part of the bill intact, and suggest
we take two other parts out. If he were to come up and s t r i ke
one of the areas of the committee amendments that were defeated,
or reinsert that, it would seem at least to make some more
sense, but I have a hard time understandin g w h y he i s d oi n g
this. I do know that I don't believe the credit could be taken
by people carrying high amounts of tax-free b onds ou t si d e t h
state because they are not tax deductible inside the state. Sc
we are dealing with an issue of high amounts of N ebraska b on d s
that are exempt so that you could qualify for this area,and I
have been led to believe by even members on this floor t hat t o
t r y t o b uy t h ose , and there aren't any out there, o r t h e r e
aren't ve r y m a ny . In any event, the credit which p os s i b l y ,
possibly, carried to its maximum, and it appears to me that the
credit could be as high as $1,100 off of an income and no higher
than that, if that were possible, i t would be t h e maximum
l oophole av ai l ab l e . It would affect very, very few people, i f
any, i n t h e s t a t e a nd , l i k e l y , p r act i ca l l y n one . I don ' t see
the issue other than...honestly, I see it as hassling the bill.
If other people are writing a lot of handwritten amendments and
just throwing them up o n the desk, other people would get a
little confused, maybe even a little upset. I ha v e seen i t
happen before. I would hope you would reject the amendment, and
if Senator Hall is serious about this, and does want to sit down
with me, and w ith the Department of Revenue, and s ee h ow,
exactly, this would be accomplished, how i t cou l d l e ad t o a
loophole, i f y ou wi l l , I wou l d b e more t h an h appy to d e al w i t h
him and try to take care of that because, obviously , t h e b i l l as
i is presented is not to create loopholes. It is to give back
taxes to people or reduce the tax rates to people, and in t h i s
p articular c a se , e specia l l y t h e e l d e r l y and l o w income people ,
not to cr eate a loophole. I would urge the rejection of the

SPEAKER BARRETT: T h ank y ou . Senator Crosby is a nnouncing that

amendment.

3957


