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Roi nt person, obviously she suffered the nost. Others of us
ave also. Others " of us go back to our districts and we get
bashed because of the inconme taxes. | would submit it's not

because of the amounts that are in 773, or the anmounts of income
tax money that are being collected, it's nmore the fact that we
told people we were not raising taxes, agnd axes were rai sed. |
woul d submit, if that is the political issue, no doll ar figure
in 739, you could put a zero at the end of this and make it
$180 million and return it to the taxpayers, and you're pot
going to buy back that popularity that was | ost because we

raised inconme tax s. We said we weren't going to, and it
happened, wedid. I think it was inadvertent, but we did. gg
we' re left with the question t hen, what do we do with our

surplus? And that's the real question you have to answer before
you vote yes on 739 on Final Reading. cot four options, and
they' re not very conplicated. Wecan either spend it on new
programs, and we've got our share of newprograms this year;
teachers pay bill which, as you know, |'ma strong supporte» f,
indigent care, other items in the budget, the second year of ;¢
uni ver si ty sal ary | nCrea.SG, ot her thi ngs al ong t hat line. e
can save I1t, we can put it under reserve, and that appears to be
a recomrendation we're getting fromour fiscal office.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One mi nute.

SENATOR WITHEN: .. . and our Appropriations Committee that we not
spend that surplus all this year, that we save a lot of it, 49
we keep a lot of noney in surplus because we may be getting o
the point someday where we haveanother recession that we are
going to have to cover. We can give it back in 4, income tax
reduction, is what you gare considering here today, or we can
give it back in a property tax reduction, which appeared to be
the strong desire of the Legislature this nmorning, orwe can do

a combination of all of those. Qovi ously, tnat is a
possibil ity. I would submit that the thing | am nearing most
fromour constituents, all of ny constituents are mad about the
i ncome tax increases, you ask them what to do. They don' t

necessarily say, give it back, they say, ipe real probl em we
have in this state is our property tax rates,gzndwe are goin

to have to reduce property tax rates. Yesterday afte rnoon an

this nmorning we sat ourselves on the road toward actual ly doing
sonet hi ng about property taxes.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Time.

3940



