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I were the only two Republicans up there that voted for that. Idon't vote party when it comes to these kinds of measures. I
try to vote for what I think is fair. And if I understand from
what Senator Wesely said, those that were making 90,000 and over
received the best benefit from the changes that we did make.
And I would have been very willing to increase their bracket
just a l ittle bit and then give the difference to those other
people. I am not going to v ote in favor of t he committee
a mendments, bec au s e I...we all, we all b el i eve , Sen a t o r
Schellpeper, it wasn't that simple. We did r e ad ou r b i l l . We
did have staff who helped us with it. We were told, by the
Revenue Committee and those people who were supposed t o .be the
experts in that area, that it was not going to increase the
taxes for the people of the State of Nebraska. I believed them
now. I believed them wrong, I was wrong in my belief and I take
the blame for that, I have for months. I have said for a long
time we made a mistake, l e t ' s be u p f r on t ab out i t , l et ' - .

correct it. And I want to correct the mistake we made. I 'm n
going to stand here and talk about the fact that let's keep that
extra 18, 20 or 26, whatever it is, mil l i o n d o l l a r s, t he y w o n ' t
miss it. L ike heck they won' t, They know t he y t o ok a tax
increase, and we said we didn't intend for them to have one, so
now I ' m v o t i n g o n t h e si d e o f g i v i ng it back to th e pe ople.
Senator Johnson would like to have the rest of my time.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Se n a t o r R o d J o hnson , a l i t t l e l ess t han t h r ee
minu tes.

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: Thank you, Senator Smith. How much time?

SPEAKER BARRETT: About two forty-five.

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: Oh, that's more ti me than I ' l l need.
Mr. President, members, as I ' ve listened to the debate this
morning, or this afternoon I should say, most of the debate has
c entere d ar o u n d wh et h e r LB 773 w a s a t ax i n cr ea s e o r n o t ,
whether we k new i t or n o t , and I g ue ss the question of
w hether . . . whose pa y i n g that tax increase, if it was a tax
i ncrease . And , p e r so n a l l y , I don' t g i ve a d amn a b ou t an y o f
those arguments. What I 'm interested in, r ight a t t h i s
particular point, is assessing whether providing an i ncome t ax
adjustment here is a priority. The answer, of course, logically
is yes. I think we need to be discussing whether we can find a
way of making it a priority in this session. But the question I
have, and I' ve not heard the arguments yet, is whether o r no t
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