April 11, 1989 LB 739

ways, he wants to criticize the Governor for raisi ng taxes, put
he wants to spend the noney on the unlver3|ty, riet of
ot her programs, which are good, but you can't have |t h v%l

You can't be like Gunby and have it both ways, and Senator
Wesely has finally realized that. He's come here today with a

‘revenue neutral” anmendnent we' ve all heard so nmuch about, but
he's  trying.. .now he's saying, well, |'mnot...I don't want to
glve the money back. | finally realized that, no, | don't want
%wethe noney back, | want to tax the rjch peo Le re.
Nay e there are sonme policy decisions we can taP agout there.
But the fact of the matter is that for ga|I. ..entire 1988,
Senator Wesely sat there and criticized the Governor and ot her
peopl e saying that you raised taxes, you rajsed taxes, if you

were right you'd give the noney back while at the same time he
cone in last year and this year, |ntroduced all these il s to
spend money. Well finally Senator Wesely, wjt his amendnent,

has realized that he can't have it both ways ang ne‘ s trying 4
worm his way out of it, because he never yreally did want to give

the money back. He al ways wanted to spend it. Buthe just
wanted to play pure party politics, andit 's finally catching up
le[h h[m in LB739. And |'manxious to see how he votes, if
this bill is not amended.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Wesely.

SENATOR WESELY: Scott, you should always beg |jtt|e careful
before you nove into sone of these areas you' re not all that
familiar with. Nr. Speaker, matbers, Sepator Noore doesn't

realize another amendnment is pending to provide ;4 increase in

the personal exenptions up to $1,400, which would be $20 mil |ion
more in tax relief, in addition to what we're calling for under

the current version of this bill. 5o yes, in fact | do want to
give the money back. Yes, in fact, it can be done in [ight of
the additional monies jnour reserves. | don't want it both

ways, naybe other people want it both ways, but try
and correct the errors that we made with the passage of LI(B) 77

I' ve raised this issue fromthe beginning, | ve been ht from
the beginning, making the point that taxes did increase under
773, that taxes did shift under LB 773, the Governor refused to
recogni ze the situation, there would have been no fight for g

these many nonths if the Governor has recognized early on what |
and | think nost of us recognized early on, that theré was a tax

i ncrease, instead we agonized for nonths and mont hs and fought

for months and nonths, and finally the Governor recognized and
adm tted and conceded the fact that "'we did have a tax TP
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