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assets of an individual, but in fact that they derive their
wealth some place else, with the rise of that kind of Iand,

started sending two different kinds of kids to school, kids from
rural areas where the |and produced wealth gnd was valued in
large parcels, and kids who went to school with or from
homest eads or from residential homes where the wealth of the
famly was really in income, and not in the |and that they held.
The er pupil cost for the same kids, well, they were
equivalent, but the contribution of the farm kids, through
property taxes, were nuch greater than the contribution of the
kids fromresidential areas whose hol di ngs were much smal |l er
than the farms. That di chotonmy hasproduced a whol e raft of
problems. |t has given rise to the Class I school. It has
given rise to the state school funddornula fight. It has
given rise to the state aid fornula fights. |t has given rise

to Amendnent 4. It has given rise to the free high tuition
fights. It has given rise to the fight in the state aid fornula

bet ween foundation and equalisation all because j f you mx a
system with kids t hat cone fromfarms, Whereyou pay3 or
4 thousand dollars worth of property taxes, with kids that come
from residential property where they pay 400 or 500dollars
worth of property taxes, there is a rough gsense of i njustice,
and we have tried to build boundaries around each ogher,and
mul tiply or get sone kind of an equalisation advantage in our
tax levies, all to get around this unyielding conceptual problem
inthe way we tax to support s"hools. senator More's bill does
so_m-thlng novel , something new, and at this point, well worth

doi ng. He says the wealth of a school district’ s not simply
the rural...l am sorry, not sinply the real property in the
jurisdiction, that the wealth of the district is nore than just

the valuation of the |and, that there are people that have
i ntangi bl e property, people that have high returns in djvidends
on their investnments, people who have high salaries but have
nodest |iving, people who have wealth but t hat wealth is not
captured in property hol di n?s, in real property holdings, and
before we start sending noney fromone side of the state to ¢y

other, or fromone kind of district to another in state aid, |g_f‘
we are g?oi ng to transfer tax obligations, the first place we
shoul d ook to t ransfer responsi bi ||ty away from the real
property taxp\%er is to that person who |ives in the same school

district and o has wealth but in a different form than real
property, the person whose wealth is in the formof incone, the
person whose wealth is in the formof dividends or pnvestnents

Let them share the responsibility to fund kids going to gchool.

Before we | ook for sonebody outside the djstrict, measure the
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