April 10, 1989 LB 588

SPEAKER BARRETT: The noti orpr evail s. The call is rai sed and
we are then back to the Labedz anendrent. Senator Labedz, on
your amendment.

SENATOR LABEDZ: Thank you, Nr. President.
we're on the Labedz anrendmg/nt to the committee anenrc]rqgrrltséagﬁdnow
will require 25 votes. | refuseto stand up here and give you
my reasons over and over again. I''masking you to vote for the
amendrment to the conmittee anmendnents. Senator Chambers made
sone accusations as to how | feel. He cert ai n|y does not know
how | feel or how ny constituents feel. |f | had anyone i
district telling me in the last three or four weeks’that what
was doing was wong, then | would withdraw the amendment to ipe

conmittee amendnents. But no one in ny district has said that
it was wron% for me to do that and | reBresent district and |
represent the whole State of Nebraska say one thing.

Wien you"re voting for a county commissioner or a cijty council
member, you  want each and every one of those county
commi ssioners to be accountable to your vote, both in the
primary and in the general election. Byt | felt that we had to
conpromi se with Senator Chanbers and to go with an anmendnment g
the bill itself to have them nom nated in the primry and

el ected at Iarge. |f | ater on, there i s an amendn‘ent as
Senator  Hanni bal suggested,that we go seven county

commi ssioners, | may <.yen support that alt ough I think it’ an
unnecessary expense for Douglas County to have seven county
conm ssioners. | believe that the last time | checked they were
nmaki ng about $21,000 a year for one neeting a week which

Tuesday nor ni ng which lasts usual | y about an hour and a halfS P
it lasts that |ong. So to have seven county comm ssioners in
Dougl as County, it's an unnecessary expense and if we go back to
the bill as it is witten, LB 588 requires seven county
comm ssioners rather than the five we have. | still sa
Senator Chambers, that | want each and every one of those county
conmmi ssioners to be accountable to ny yote. In the primary
election, they can go py district, but we can el ect them at
large in the general election. I't's unfortunate that this is
only for Douglas County, and if any one of the senators canme up
with a problemthat they' re having jn their county, woul d
certainly support you in any type of election that you th| nk was
necessary in your district or in your county. So| urge youto
vote for the Labedz anmendnent and we will then go gn with t he
bill itself and Senator Chanbersor anyone el se can anend the
bill to what they think is best for Douglas County. Thank you.
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